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My Beloved is Mine, and I Am His 


m- . 4 
Long did I toil, and knew no earthly rest: 
ps a 
Far did I rove, and found.no certain home: 
by 


rn I LES ENS At last I sought them in His sheltering breast 
am i NV Who opes His arms and bids the weary come. 
With Him I found a home, a rest divine! 

And I since then am His, and He is mine. 


= Yes, He is mine! and nought of earthly things, 
J 3 Not all the charms of pleasure, wealth, or power, 
AY EH ss oe) \ The fame of heroes, or the pomp of kings, 
om, 193 er pe = Could tempt me to forego His love an hour. 
ita iz a Go, worthless world, I cry, with all that’s thine! 
70 I 4 Go! I my Savior’s am, and He is mine. 
86 A 

Whate’er may change, in Him no change is seen, 
ae A glorious sun, that wanes not, nor declines; 


05 re ae : Above the clouds and storms He walks serene, 
E ees And on His people’s inward darkness shines. 


“a All may depart—I fret not, nor repine, 
me reed : 4 While I my Savior’s am, while He is mine. 


, i While here, alas, I know but half His love, 
ver= FA 1% But half discern Him, and but half adore; 





10 But when I meet Him in the realms above; 
ca | I hope to love Him better, praise Him more, 
ibig And feel, and tell, amid the choir divine, 
ore, i ao ; How fully I am His, and He is mine. 
Nii : —Henry Francis Lyte. 
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{Our Question Box is not a forum for discussion. 
It aims to give only the information asked. Hence 
in answering questions we do not throw open the 
department for their discussion. If you cannot ac- 
cept the answer given, all right—that is your priv- 
ilege, but we cannot enter into further discussion. 
We have neither the time nor the inclination for 
such debate.—Ep1rTor.] 


S2S8S—Is More Required Now Than Then? 
Question—Does it require more now to save men’s 
souls than it did when our Lord set His Amen to 
the book of Revelation ?-—-M. 
Certainly not! The Bible plan of salva- 
tion saved men then and it does it now. 
God’s plan of redemption is complete. 


S29—Is the New Testament Complete? 


Question—Is there anything necessary in the plan 
of redemption that is not recorded in the New Testa- 
ment ?—G. W. Mellott. 


The New Testament plan of redemption 
is complete—nothing is lacking, so far as 
I know. Of course there are people who are 
wise above what is written. They may 
claim this and that, as against the New 
Testament. I pay no serious attention to 
anything they may say, but go right on, 
believing what the New Testament says. 





S30—-Is This Not a Contradiction? 


Question—It says in the Old Testament: “Thou 
shalt not covet, but in the New Testament it says: 
“Covet earnestly.” How may we harmonize these 


seemingly contradictory statements?—Alden Allen. 

The explanation is simple. Where we are 
forbidden to covet in the Old Testament, the 
reference is to some evil, and where we are 
commanded to covet in the New Testament, 
the reference is to some good thing. Read 
Deut. 5:21 and 1 Cor. 12:31. Surely we 
must shun the evil, and surely we may covet 
the good. 


831—What May We Do In Such a Case? 


Question—How shall a church deal with members 
who say: “If such a thing is done, or if such a thing 
is not done, we will never step foot inside the church 
again, and we will never give you another penny?” 
Should a church be dominated by the spirit that is 
indicated in such declarations ?—H. 


A church should never be influenced by 
any such statements. The thing to do is to 
bring such people to the rule laid down by 
Jesus in Matt. 18: 15-20. If they refuse 
obedience there, it will be because there is 
not the true light in them. Such people may 
not realize the fact, but their conduct is all 
the proof needed that they are not in Christ. 
A man who is in Christ will have Christ’s 
Spirit. Read Rom. 8: 9, especially the last 
sentence. The Bible way is the plain way in 
such a case. Stick to it in the Spirit of 
Christ. Do all you can do to bring such 
people to repentance, but when all efforts 
to do so fail, then follow the direction in 
Matt. 18: 17. 





S32—Not Recorded In the New Testament? 


Question—Has anything not recorded in the New 
Testament ever brought a soul to a saving knowledge 
of the truth as it is'in Jesus? 


Most likely some things not recorded in 
the Bible have been used to bring men to 
Christ, but I feel quite safe in saying that 
nothing which is contrary to a saving 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus 
has ever brought a-soul to this saving 
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knowledge. The Lord may use some things 
not recorded in the New Testament, but 
still in harmony with its teachings, to bring 
men and women to this saving knowledge— 
that is possible, even probable. A word from 
a godly soul may be used to reach the heart 
of a sinner. Under that plea the soul may 
yield. The thing used may not be recorded 
in the New Testament, but it is in harmony 
with its teachings. .The saving of the soul 
is by the power of Jesus, but the Spirit of 
God may use many things which are in 
harmony with the teachings of Christianity 
to lead men and women to Christ. 





S33—A Contradiction—Can It Be Harmon- 


ized? 

Question—Will you please harmonize the teaching 
of Matt. 26: 17-20; Mark 14:16; Luke 22: 7-15 with 
John 18:28 and John 19:31. As I understand the 
reading, Matthew, Mark, and Luke teach that Jesus 


had His disciples prepare the Passover on the first 
day of unleavened bread, and He ate it with them in 
the evening, but John 18:28 and 19:31 teach, as I 
understand it, that the Passover had not been eaten 
at the time of His trial. I also understand that 
Jesus was crucified on the preparation day.—Per- 
plexed. 


This situation has no doubt perplexed 
many earnest readers of the Gospels. I 
have a friend who is quite a literary char- 
acter and a close and careful student of 
the Scriptures, ‘Mr. Yrneh Yahkobee, to 
whom I submitted your question with a re- 
quest for a solution of the difficulty. The 
following is his explanation and I must say, 
according to my best judgment, he has re- 
moved the difficulty. He says: 


There is no conflict hetween the state- 
ments of Matthew, Mark. and Luke, respec- 
tively, and those of John. The former are 
accounting for the beginning of the Pass- 
over supper, and John of its continuance to 
the close of the day. The Paschal Lamb 
was slain about six o’clock in the evening 
of the fifteenth of Nisan. The supper 
could be observed at any time during the 
twenty-four hours of the day. Jesus was 
crucified at nine o’clock, which was the 
fifteenth day of Nisan. He died at three 
o’clock, which was the twenty-first hour of 
the day, leaving still at least three hours 
for the keeping of the Passover. In Exod. 
12: 6, we have the Hebrew phrase, beyn ha- 
arabayim, which means, “from evening to 
evening,” indicating that their day was 
counted from evening to evening, which 
shows clearly that the day mentioned by 
Matthew, Mark, ‘and Luke was the same 
day that was mentioned by John, so the 
difficulty disappears, ane the four Gospels 
are harmonized by the plain facts. 





834—Feet-washing, Again 


Question—If the washing of feet by Jesus was an 
isolated case, simply to teach humility in service, how 
do you explain 1 Tim. 5:9, 10, where this service 
was required cf a widow to make her eligible to the 
list of widows who were worthy to be supported by 
the Church? Does not this convey the idea that 
feet-washing was practiced by the early Christians? 
—Mrs. J. W. H. 


Surely it does, but not as an ordinance 
in the Church. It was a Christian duty 
then and it is now. However, there was a 
greater call for that service then than now, 
by reason of the fact that in that day the 
people wore sandals, leaving the top part 
of the foot directly exposed te the dust ot 
the way, sc making it necessary to wash the 
feet far more frequently than is done in 
countries where people wear shoes which 
are high and fully laced. Besides, the most 
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common mode for traveling then was walk- 
ing. The necessity for this service made it 
a common part of ordinary Christian hos- 
pitality, and so that was one proot that the 
widow was worthy of a place among those 
who were provided for by the Church. Can 
you find a place in the Bible where we are 
taught to make of foot-washing an ordi- 
nance in the Church of Christ? If you can, 
I will immediately give up my attitude on 
this question and stand for feet-washing as. 
an ordinance in the Church. There is no 
question as to the ordinance of baptism in 
the Church. There is no question as to the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper in the 
Church. Now, why is it that these services 
are observed by the Church as ordinances 
without question? Why, it is because the 
Bible settles the facts, and there is no need 
for questioning their right as such. If you 
think feet-washing is an ordinance in the 
Church, all I ask is that you will produce 
the Scriptures which declare it to be an 
ordinance to be observed by the Church 
throughout its history, as is the case in the 
matter of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
In the case of baptism, Jesus told His dis- 
ciples to teach the nations to observe it, 
and as to the Lord’s Supper, Jesus told His 
disciples to observe it till He come. Now, 
give me the Scriptures to show that He so 
instituted the act of feet-washing to be kept 
up till He comes again, and then I will be 
with you. 

Now, will you please tell me why it is 
that you and others seize onto feet-washing 
as an ordinance in the Church, just because 
Jesus told His disciples that they ought to 
wash one another’s feet? If the fact that 
He commanded it to be done, without in- 
stituting it as an ordinance in the Church, 
makes it an ordinance in the Church, then 
why not be fair and make every duty Jesus 
enjoined upon His disciples an ordinance in 
the Church? Jesus commanded the giving 
of a cup of cold water just as truly as He 
did the washing of the feet of the disciples. 
Now, if you make foot-washing an ordi- 
nance in the Church because Jesus told the 
disciples to wash the feet of one another, 
then why not make the giving of a cup of 
cold water an ordinance in the Church— 
one is commanded just as the other is? 
Jesus commanded the feeding of an enemy 
when he was hungry—now why not make 
that act an ordinance in the Church? If 


these may be added to the list of ordinances . 


in the Church because Jesus commanded it 
to be done, then why not make every duty 
He commanded an ordinance in the Church? 
May the Lord help us to be reasonable and 
Scriptural, keeping every duty in the sphere 
to which He assigned it. If He had de- 
signed feet-washing to be an ordinance in 
the Church, He would doubtless have said 
it was to be observed as such, just as He 
did in the matter of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. The fact that He did not so in- 
stitute and declare it ought to be satisfac- 
tory evidence that foot-washing is not an 
ordinance in the Church. Here let the mat- 
ter rest. 
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DIVINE AND HUMAN LEADERSHIP 


E are living in a day of much rest- 

W less activity. Much is said to-day 

of leadership, and it is timely, if 

wisely in keeping with the divine plan. We 

make much of human leadership, and still 

even that is to be desired, if kept within the 
divine plan and purpose. 


We must confess that there is great need 
of leadership in the Church of Christ. We 
need men with a God-given vision, men 
moved by the Holy Spirit, to lead the mem- 
bership of the Church in the way of devoted 
service to God. Surely we cannot. have too 
many of this kind and class of men. We 
need to be led in the way of life everlasting, 
and in that life we need to be led to do the 
things which God wishes to be done in honor 
of His Son and for the glory of His own 
great name in the saving of the people. We 
gladly admit all that, but let us enquire 
further into the nature of this leadership in 
the Church. What is the human leadership 
and what is the divine leadership, now so 
much needed by the Church? 


Properly understood, there is no mixing 
of the leadership of men and the leadership 
of God. The two are distinct. Human lead- 
ership in the place of the divine is always a 
failure, and may we say it reverently, when 
we try to put divine leadership in the place 
of human leadership, there again we fail. 
The two are entirely distinct and serve dif- 
ferent ends in their respective spheres, and 
yet in the end both contribute toe the ad- 
vancement of the cause of Christ, if prop- 
erly adjusted. This fact we are persuaded 
needs to be appreciated to-day as we have 
rarely done in the past. We are getting to 
put the emphasis on human leadership in 
the work of the Church. That human lead- 
ership has such a place there can be no 
question, but to be effective it must be in its 
place and in no sense must it be put into 
the place of the leadership of God. 


Let us try to get these two ideas properly 
adjusted and rightly fixed in our own minds, 
as a primary condition for the work in 
hand. Human leadership, in the divine 
plan, is under the Spirit, to bring individ- 
uals to the truth and through the truth to 
Christ. Divine leadership takes charge of 
those who are in Christ and leads them into 
the ways and plans and purposes of God. 
Andrew brought Peter to Christ, but An- 
drew did not inspire nor lead Peter to 
preach his great sermon at Pentecost—the 
Holy Spirit did that. The disciples were 
sent out two and two to lead men to Christ, 
but the Spirit was sent into the Church to 
awake it and lead it out into the larger ful- 
ness of the service of God. Peter and John 
led the poor cripple at the beautiful gate 
to Christ that he might receive saving pow- 
er, but the Spirit led the little band of the 
disciples into the great revivals which so 
soon followed Pentecost and the missionary 
work of the early days of Christianity. This 
we believe is the divine order. Men are to 
be leaders in bringing both the individual 
and the Church to a sense of the depend- 
ence upon God. When that is done, even 


the leaders become a part of the crowd and 
the Lord God becomes the Leader of the 
mighty hosts of the Church in extending His 
work throughout the earth. 


The mistake of modern leadership, as we 
understand it, is in the fact that we seem to 
put the emphasis of leadership on the part 
man plays in the great work, and we seem 
to be depending very little on the leader- 
ship of the Lord God of Heaven and earth. 
To whatever extent this may be true, to that 
extent we may account for what is com- 
monly regarded to-day as the failure of the 
Church in the modern world. Men are un- 
dershepherds to guide the flock to Christ, 
but when the flock is safely given to Jesus, 
then He becomes the great Leader in accom- 
plishing Christian ends. If the Church 
would be truly successful she must learn 
to recognize men as undershepherds and Je 
sus as the great Leader and Captain of the 
hosts of the Lord. Whenever we shall truly 
recognize our relationship to our Lord and 
Master, then we may begin to look for new 
manifestations of divine power in us and 
through us. On the other hand, just so long 
as we go along with the thought that men 
are our leaders and they shall feel capable 
of commanding the field, just so long shall 


the Church of Christ be weak and helpless 


in meeting its responsibilities. 

We must have the leadership of men, for 
as we understand it, that is God’s way, but 
the leadership of man must be kept in its 
place—subordinate to the leadership of Je- 
sus Christ, for above all and in all, we must 
also have the leadership of God in direct- 
ing the great movements and enterprises of 
the Church. If there is any cause for com- 
plaint in this respect to-day, it is in the fact, 
not that we have human leaders, but that 
these leaders are in some important partic- 
ulars usurping the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. To whatever extent this may be 
true, to that extent we are handicapping 
and hindering our own larger usefulness 
among men. The best that can be said of 
the best and ablest men among us is that 
they are leaders under the Spirit. If Jesus 
shall be recognized as our Leader, and we 
ourselves as His followers, seeking to know 
and to do His will, we shall see the tri- 
umph of His cause and the victery of the 
Cross to the ends of the earth. 


Brethren, we plead for divine leadership 
in the Church, while the undershepherds 
shall keep themselves in their place, ever 
seeking to know and to do the will of the 
Great Leader. We are told that because 
the Holy Spirit is in the Church that we (all 
believers) have His presence and power. We 
may have His presence, but we have nou 
His power, unless we are in touch with Him. 
There is a sense in which we have no pow- 
er in the Christian life, except as we shall 
follow our Leader. The dynamo has the 
power and light in it, but we do not get the 
benefit of that power, nor the illumination 
of that light, till it comes into touch with 
the lamp through the illuminating wire. It 
is just as true in this matter—the Holy 


Spirit is in the Church, but the Church 
cannot get His power and light till through 
faith we receive Him, and then the life of 
the believer is illuminated and empowered 
for real service under the leadership of the 
Christ. 


This view is fully justified, as we believe, 
by the fact that in the days of the apostles 
it was a common thing for them, when they 
did work in winning the world to Christ, 
to attribute their success to the power of 
the Holy Spirit. The disciples themselves 
often directed attention to this fact. In 
Mark 16: 19, we are told that the disciples 
went everywhere preaching, the Lord work- 
ing with them and confirming the Word by 
signs that followed. This is the need in the 
Church to-day—we need underleaders who 
shall recognize their business to be leading 
the people to Jesus, who will Himself, as 
our Leader, work with us and confirm and 
make effective our labors. This is the need,, 
the pressing need, to-day. May we not, asa 
Church, recognize this fact and then get to- 
gether in one earnest and united effort to 
bring this understanding of the Leadership 
of the Church to a true realization? Men 
are underleaders, following JESUS as the 
great Leader of the Church. Let the earth- 
ly leaders, the human leaders, learn their 
place, and do their best to fill it, expecting 
Jesus to fill the place which has been given 
to Him of God. 


No piece of machinery can work well till 
it works in harmony with the plan of the 
man who designed it. When that is done, 
then work is easy and a delight. .When a 
great engine was put in place at Niagara 
for doing a certain piece of most important 
work, and all things seemed ready, the man 
in charge gave order to start the engine, but 
the machine would not go. They sent far 
and near for experts to ascertain the cause 
of the failure, but all failed. At length one 
suggested sending to Europe for a man who 
was supposed to be the only man in the 
world who could set that machine to work. 
He came from Glasgow, Scotland. . Upon 
arrival, he examined the machine for a few 
moments and then said: “Do this.” It was 
done as he directed, and at once the great 
machine moved off with ease and did her 


. work well. That is just what the Church 


needs to-day. The cry is almost everywhere 
that the Church is failing. We need to send 
for, Christ and let Him come, and do as He. 
will with His own, and then we shall see the. 
Church move off majestically for the accom- 
plishment of her great work, and till then,. 
we must wait and hope, but in vain, for 
there is no hand but that of Jesus who can 
set the great church of God to its task and 
have it do its work well. 


THE CAUSE AND PURPOSE OF WAR 

One of the most interesting studies to 
which we can give our attention at this 
time, in the affairs of men, is the cause and 
purpose of war. The dreaded thing we call 
war has always afflicted the human family, 
at least from the early dawn of civilization. 
Why this should be so, and what the end to, 
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be gained may well engage the attention of 
thoughtful men and women. 


We are talking in this day of a League of 
Peace to prevent war. We are saying this 
is to be the last war. We claim that war is 
getting to be so dreadful that it will set the 
earth against it, and war will cease. That 
is talk but not according to truth, as we see 
it. A League of Peace may be a very good 
thing as showing the desire of men to avoid 
war. It may accomplish some good, but it 
cannot stop war, for war will not cease ull 
the cause and purpose of war cease to be. 
When there is a cause for a thing, it is more 
than difficult to prevent that cause from act- 
ing. When there is a good purpose to be 
served, it is in keeping with the divine plan 
and must be permitted to work out the ends 
of God. 

As to the cause of war, we cannot speak 
with reference to wars which may yet come, 
but all wars, which have afflicted the earth 
in the past, have been due to a common 
cause—sin. There has been no war on the 
earth which did not have, as the cause of 
its coming, the dreadful fact of sin in hu- 
man life and in human society. It may not 
always be very clear to us just what sin is 
the immediate cause of any given war, but 
sin is at the bottom of the trouble, and if 
we could see it, as it really exists, we should, 
we think, have no doubt of the fact. If 
righteousness alone existed among men, war 
could not come, and for the reason the cause 
of war would be removed. 

History is full of proof to this end. Not 
a war has ever afflicted the human family 
that was not brought on by sin. What 
destroyed Greece and Rome in the days of 
their greatest prosperity? Was it not the 
moral depravity of the people? Did not 
their sin bring war and did not war destroy 
these governments and make them cease to 
What led God to make use of As- 
syria to punish Israel? Was it not the 
sins of His own people? Though Israel 
were the chosen people of God, did He not 
choose the Assyrians to punish them for 
their sins and did He not through this pun- 
ishment seek to bring them back to the ways 
of truth and righteousness? 


Did not God use Nebuchadnezzer to sub- 
due all the nations of his day, including 
Israel? Why? Oh, it was because Israel 
had sinned. Why was Jerusalem, the City 
of the Great King, itself destroyed? Jer- 
emiah tells us it was because they walked 
not in the statutes of the Lord, and because 
they despised His judgments. If this un- 
faithfulness and sin was the cause of war 
in ancient times, no doubt it is the same 
to-day—sin is in and the cause of the wars 
of every age. Do you ask: “But will the 
facts bear us out in such a conclusion?” 
Undoubtedly. Let us see: There is poor 
Belgium, the first victim of the present great 
world war. What sin had Belgium indul- 
ged? Think of the horrors of the Congo, 
and you have your answer. There is France 
in the front line of the present war and suf- 
fering its horrors, perhaps more than any 
other of the leading nations engaged. Why? 
Oh, think of France as she has placed her- 
self before the world for many years as the 
very embodiment of atheism, of vuluptuous 
and unholy living. Think of her people de- 
voted to luxury and fashion and gaiety, and 
you have all the answer you need. Think 


exist? 
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of Russia and what she is suffering on ac- 
count of her wars, and then think of her 
persécution, her merciless persecution of the 
Jews, and you have your answer. Think of 
Turkey as bleeding almost to death in the 
present war, and then think of the long line 
of her crimes against civilization and espec- 
ially of her treatment of the Armenians, 
and you need no other answer. Think of 
England, professedly the leading Christian 
nation in the world, and then think of her 
forcing opium on heathen nations purely 
for gain. Then think of how England, even 
in the face of war, is standing the friend of 
the liquor traffic, and you have all the an- 
swer needed. Then think of Germany and 
the horrors of war from which she is suf- 
fering to-day, literally scourged to the point 
of physical and industrial ruin, and then 
think of how she has fostered the spirit of 
national pride, think of how her leaders 
have disregarded the teachings of God’s 
Word, how she has been the hot-bed of ra- 
tionalism and higher criticism and the ad- 
vocates of war and bloodshed, and you have 
the answer. Think of the United States! 
Is there anything wrong with this country 
that we should be called to endure the hor- 
rors of war and bloodshed? Most certainly 
we cannot stand before God and the nations 
of the world as guiltless. Are we not one of 
the richest, most profane, proudest, and 
self-centered peoples in the world to-day? 
Are not our aims set too largely, far too 
largely, on the DOLLAR? Do you not think 
that we, too, have been guilty before God of 
great unfaithfulness to Him? 

But what is the purpose of God in per- 
mitting war? Undoubtedly it is to wipe out 
sin and its stains. If we would give heed 
to His teaching, how speedily He could and 
would deliver us from war and its horrors, 
but as we choose to go our own way, He 
chooses, as it seems to us, to use the same 
means upon us for our sins as He had used 
upon others. Our sins may be different in 
kind from those of the other nations, but 
they are the same in degree and so we must 
reap with others the horrors of war. Once 
before God has by the bloody hand of war 
wiped out of existence one of the great sins 
of this nation—slavery. 

Thus we are face to face with the cause 
of war—sin; and we are no less face to face 
with the purpose of war—it is to wipe out 
in such a judgment the sins of the nations 
—a sort of national purification through 
which we must pass in order to get our eyes 
open to see the truth as it is given to us in 
Jesus Christ and to accept it for our salva- 
tion. Let the nations awake to their respon- 
sibility to God and to the fact that though 
God be long patient with us in our sins, yet 
He will call us to render an account. 


LAST SUNDAY AT LUDLOW FALLS, 
OHIO 


They were observing what is locally 
known as Home-Coming Day at Ludlow 
Falls last Sunday. At the request of the 
pastor, Rev. L. W. Ryan, we spent the day 
with them. As Ludlow is only a short dis- 
tance from Dayton, we arrived in time for 
Sunday-school, which is superintended by 
Brother A. H. Kessler. He has led the 
school for a long while and instead of de- 
creasing in numbers and interest, it is 


JULY 26, 1917 


gaining in both, facts which speak well for 
his service. The school also enjoys fine 
singing. The teachers, too, seemed to be 
in place. They hold weekly meetings and 
otherwise prepare for their work. 

At ten-thirty came the preaching service. 
The pastor, Brother Ryan, gave us an ex- 
cellent sermon on The Whole Family of God. 
The people gave very close attention and 
we believe greatly enjoyed the thought pre- 
sented. Brother Ryan is an old-fashioned 
gospel preacher with an old-fashioned gos- 
pel message, which he gives to the people 
with an earnestness which brings fruit, and 
the people like to hear him give that mes- 
sage. Almost every available seat was oc- 
cupied. The singing, too, was fine and made 
a good impression, we believe. : 

After the morning service, dinner was 
served in the grove. If we might judge 
from the abundance and variety of food in 
the dinner provided for this occasion, we 
should be compelled to say that that com- 
munity, at least, does not seem to be ap- 
proaching the danger-line in the matter of 
food. During the dinner hour, Rev. J. M. 
Miller, a former pastor at Ludlow, but now 
pastor at Christiansburg, Ohio, arrived with 
Mrs. Miller and other friends and added to 
the pleasure of many of us. 


In the afternoon,*at two-thirty, another 
service was held, when one of the visiting 
brethren preached, and the people enjoyed 
more good music. After the sermon, Bro. 
Ryan called on Bro. Miller for a talk. He 
responded in a few timely words. 


There were a good many visitors from 
Pleasant Hill and other near-by places. In- 
deed some came from quite a distance. The 
work at Ludlow Falls is now in a fine con- 
dition. Brother Ryan has a strong hold 
upon the affections of the people he serves, 
and the future of the Ludlow Falls Chris- 
tian church seems most hopeful, and that is 
always a joy to both pastor and people. 
This was the last service before the pastor 
goes on his vacation.- It was well calcu- 
lated to make an editor wish he could get 
off, too, for a vacation, as he heard Brother 
Ryan talk of a few days he is to spend 
among the lakes of Indiana. He was to 
leave on Monday, going by automobile 
throughout the entire vacation. Even if 
we can but stay in place and toil on, we are 
glad to know that a faithful pastor has some 
chances for rest and recreation which an 
editor cannot hope for. We have served 
in this office for ten years, and the only 
vacation we have had has been more work 
and more work—even when we go away 
from home. But we are not complaining. 
As long as health and strength may be giv- 
en to us, we are willing to toil on, although 
it would be much better for the work, if we 
could have two weeks’ rest annually. But, 
after all, we had a pleasant day and enjoy- 
ed the services very much on this little visit 
to Ludlow Falls. 


*** These long days afford a splendid 
opportunity for good reading. Send to The 
Christian Publishing Association, Dayton, 
Ohio, and ask for their catalog of good 
Christian books, books that will help to 
build you up in the faith and to make you 
a fruitful Christian. 
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*** Be faithful. 

*** Faithfulness, not success, is enjoined. 

*** Without Christ the believer can do 
nothing. 

*** Tf you wish to understand Christian 


truth, walk in the light—the light of God in 
Christ. 


*** It is time to pray—the world is in 
a desperate struggle, and only the mighty 
hand of God can avail for peace. 


*** Rev. R. Lee Kirkland, Eaton, Ohio, 
is enjoying his work very much. See his 
letter in Field News. 


*** “T am thundering the message and 1 
am seeing good signs.” So writes one of 
our pastors now in a new field. Make the 
message clear and plain and signs of grace 
will follow. 


*** Rev. O. W. Powers, D. D., will leave 
in a few days for the Chautauqua in New 
York State, and thence on to the camp-meet- 
ing at Craigville, Mass., where he is to take 
part in the program. 


*** The church which secures the pas- 
toral labors of Rev. W. L. Wells, Durham, 
N. C., will get a fine man and pastor. He 
retires from the pulpit of the Durham 
Christian church after four years of suc- 
cessful work. 


*** Rev. J. M. Miller, Christiansburg, 
Ohio, may be secured as pastor for half- 
time by some church, not too far removed 
from his home. He remains with the Chris- 
tiansburg church for half-time. He is a 
good preacher and a fine man. 


*** Rev. J. W. Forsythe will close his 
present pastorate with the Raymond and 
Clarksburg, Ohio, churches at the close of 
the conference year, August 23. He will be 
at liberty to serve other churches September 
1. Any church desiring his services may 
address him at Raymond, Ohio. 


*** One brother thinks Rev. E. C. Hall, 
of Vienna, N. J., missed the mark in some 
important respects in the sermon recently 
appearing in THE HERALD columns. That is 
one man’s view, but what was your opin- 
ion? Several have spoken approvingly. No 
doubt there may be room for differences in 
opinion. 


*** Rev. W. C. Wicker, Lit. D., D. D., is 
spending his vacation in study at Columbia 
University, making aj special study of Edu- 
cational Psychology, in preparation for his 
work at Elon next fall. Prof. F. F. My- 
rick is doing the ‘same in the same institu- 
tion, only he is studying English with a 
view to be ready for his work at Elon next 
term. 


*** Rev. Robt. L. Downing, pastor of the 
Aquidneck Christian church in Rhode Is- 
land, has resigned and will return to the 
evangelistic work, a work in which he spent 
six years. Churches wishing references as 
to his evangelistic labors will be referred 
to churches for which he has done evangelis- 
tic work. His address is Aquidneck Station, 
Newport, R. I. 



































































































*** The Ohio Central Christian Confer- 
ence will meet in its eighty-ninth annual 
session with the Christian church at Wat- 
kins, Ohio, August 21-23, 1917. A full and 
promising program has been outlined. A 
large attendance is desired. 


*** Rev. Albert Godley, Leonia, N. J., is 
much concerned for the spread of Purity 
Truths. It is one of the important works 
of the Church to see that the gospel of 
purity is preached to the people. Help him 
as you have opportunity. If the Church 
had Christian purity as a factor in its mem- 
bers, we should see far different results. 


*** This is a view worthy of any of us. 
The Christian World says: “The business 
college may train for mercantile pursuits, 
and the technical school may drill for scien- 
tific efficiency; but it is the Christian col- 
lege that provides the best all-round equip- 
ment for living in the truest, fullest, freest 
sense. This is what real culture means.” 
Well said, and it ought to stir the church 
people to give their colleges a better chance 
to give this real culture. 


*** Bro. G. Fred Schuesselin, Dayton, 
Ohio, and one of the workers in the First 
Christian church, has accepted the State 
Agency for Ohio, with The Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, Chicago, and will 
give his time to the interests of that Asso- 
ciation in the State of Ohio. It is a great 
opportunity for usefulness in the Christian 
life. The books sent out by that Association 
are nearly all rich in Christian truth and 
well worth a place in the home and life of 
every believer. We wish him great success. 


*** Union Christian College, Merom, 
Indiana, under the presidency of Rev. C. B. 
Hershey, D. D., seems to be on the upgrade. 
It is a difficult task to administer an edu- 
cational institution, when it is liberally sup- 
ported by money and ‘students, but when the 
president must measure everything he does 
by a limited supply of cash, then the ad- 
ministration becomes a tremendous burden. 
We sympathize with all our college presi- 
dents when we view their work from this 
standpoint. Union Christian College, with 
only a modest endowment, is maintaining 
seven departments, viz.: Preparatory, Eng- 
lish Bible, Music, Expression, Domestic 
Science, Business, and the regular college 
course. Dr. Hershey deserves well of our 
people in the U. C. territory. Let us lend 
a hand. 


*** Some of our churches are making a 
great mistake to keep up the old-time idea 
that it is best to change pastors often. That 
is a mistake unless you have a bad misfit. 
If your pastor knows his business and knows 
how to work, and will do it, you ought to 
keep him just as long as the cause flourishes 
under his ministry. No man can lead a 
church to do its best work in one or even 
two years. A long pastorate is the most 
fruitful pastorate for good, unless there is 
some serious trouble in the way. It may 
be that the pastor you now have is not per- 
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fect, but the one you may get in his place 
will not be perfect either, and he might be 
harder to get along with than the one you 
now have. When you are thinking of 
changing pastors, do not forget this fact— 
for you will most likely find it is true in 
experience. 


*** Rev. C. C. Ryan, D. D., has resigned 
the pastorate of the Mt. Sterling, Ohio, 
Christian church, and has accepted a call to 
the Lebanon, Indiana, Christian church, to 
succeed Rev. A. W. Cash, resigned. Brother 
Cash had a very successful pastorate at 
Lebanon, having received into the fellow- 
ship of that church two hundred members. 
Fortunate will be the church which secures 
Brother Cash. Dr. Ryan has had quite a 
successful pastorate at Mt. Sterling and 
now goes to Lebanon, as we trust, for even 
greater fruitage in labor. 


*** Just a word of explanation. I have 
been asked, and have accepted a call from 
the Committee of 100 of Chicago, to take 
charge of the Bible Class campaign in con- 
nection with the coming of Billy Sunday to 
Chicago. I begin my work the first of Sep- 
temper. Sunday comes next March. The 
plan of the work will be threefold. First, 
ENLISTMENT, getting 50,000 people into 
the Bible classes of the 1,100 Sunday- 
schools of Chicago. Then EVANGELIZA- 
TION, getting those with whom we have got 
in touch to accept Christ and His program. 
Third, CONSERVATION, getting the con- 
verts definitely enlisted in Christian activ- 
ities in some church. This campaign is to 
last one year. This by no means is to be 
interpreted that I am severing my relation 
from the Christian Church. I feel it is a 
very great opportunity for Christian serv- 
ice. May I have your prayers in this 
mighty work for the Kingdom?—H. G. 
Rowe. 


*** Our neighbor, The Journal and Mes- 
senger, keeps its eyes wide open to see that 
no error gets ahead of it. Referring to 
Evolution, one of its editors says: “Let it 
be remembered—Mr. Darwin said: ‘If any 
process of physical causation can be discov- 
ered by which the genera and families of 
the ordinary animals have been produced, 
that process of causation is amply sufficient 
to account for the origin of mankind.’ Do 
not overlook that ‘if.’ It stands there still. 
There has been no occasion for its removal. 
It’s the most persistent word in the lan- 
guage—if—and it is no more deeply imbed- 
ded in any other sentence than that of 
Charles Darwin. He did not find that any 
process of physical causation could change 
the genera of ordinary animals, and no more 
did Huxley, and other followers of the 
Evolutionist. Neither Darwin, nor Huxley, 
nor Haeckel, move that if.” That is the 
truth of it. The men who introduced the 
idea of Evolution could never bring them- 
selves to a point where they were willing 
to say to their fellows: “Here is the proof 
of Evolution’—they did not, because they 
could not—that was reason sufficient. 
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WHAT THE CROSS DID FOR A WORLDLING 


By Rev. Charles Melancthon Jones, Berkley, Cal. 


He was a very peculiar worldling. In- 
deed, we should hardly consider him a world- 
ly man at all if he had not himself confessed 
it. We have usually supposed a worldly 
person to be one too much absorbed in sec- 
ular interests, either of business or pleas- 
ure, and so indifferent to spiritual obliga- 
tions. But this man had taken a theological 
course, and since graduating had devoted 
himself to the service of God. And he had 
become increasingly earnest in the work of 
his denomination, becoming at length the 
most effective sectary of his religious 
party. It was before the days of religious 
liberty, and this fierce disputant went far 
beyond heated argument, and invoked the 
law against his opponents in deadly perse- 
cution. During all this time he had been 
living a blameless life, and was a shining 
and consistent protest against sin. 

And yet a worldling? Didn’t he acknowl- 
edge it?—“Far be it from me to glory,” he 
declared, “save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which the world hath 
been crucified to me and I unto the world.” 
And since by his confession he has been a 
worldly man, we must modify our concep- 
tions of worldliness so as to take in such 
a character as Saul of Tarsus. 


It would not be difficult to make out that 
the religions of the heathen world were thor- 
oughly worldly. The gods and goddesses 
of the unhallowed pagan mythology were 
only men and women fancied in supernat- 
ural relations, with most natural vices and 
even atrocious crimes. And the influence 
upon character was what might have been 
expected from conditions prevalent over the 
pagan world. Polytheistic debauchery was 
truly of the earth, earthy; it was never 
heavenly. But when it comes to saying 
that a monotheistic class, like the Pharisees, 
at its best estate, was so thoroughly worldly 
that it needed crucifying, we are led to pon- 
der the meaning and explanation. And a 
searchlight is thrown upon Paul’s confession 
by the fact that the crucifixion of Christ 
is credited in John’s Gospel, not to an out- 
burst of religious fanaticism, but to down- 
right worldliness. “He was in the world,” 
“and the world knew him not.” “He came 
unto his own and his own received him not.” 
“Light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light.” “If the world 
hateth you, ye know that it hated me.” In 
all these indictments it is the world and the 
worldly spirit which is charged with reject- 
ing and destroying Christ, through the pre- 
possession of the desire for a worldly Mes- 
siah. It exasperated the Jews that Christ 
and His apostles repudiated the boasts of 
Judaism, and brought the self-righteous son 
of Abraham down from his lofty imposture, 
degraded to the posture of the ordinary 
worldling. 

After all, what is essentially the worldly 
spirit and outlook? (1) It confines its in- 
terest to self. The world looks out most 
naturally for number one. It idealizes and 
distinguishes selfishness as the highest good. 
(2) It honors and parades the external and 
the formal. It is easily sensuous. It empha- 


sizes a fair reputation above sincere charac- 
ter, and so places a premium upon hypoc- 
risy. (3) It aims at present glory. It 
lacks the splendid patience of great and 
worthy principles. Its selfish pride demands 
immediate glorifying. With these features 
in mind review the experience Paul profess- 
ed. (1) Paul was no longer self-moved. “I 
have been crucified with Christ,’ he says, 
“and it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me;” Paul was no longer the self- 
interested proselyter,. but the self-denying 
gospel missionary. He avers, “I seek not 
yours, but you.” (2) Paul was now spirit- 
ually minded. A marked change had come 
over his regard for the services of religion, 
which he practices from their inward sig- 
nificance. The gospel ordinances are not 
mere formal performances, but indispensa- 
ble helps in illuminating divine grace and 
its salvation. (3) Paul was now patient 
and expectant, looking for a heavenly crown, 
and confident that his reward is safe in 
Christ’s hands, because it consists of results 
which glorify his Master, gladden heaven, 
and grow ever more grateful to redeemed 
souls. Truly this religious worldling had 
been gloriously reconstructed. And no won- 
der that the apostle was a grateful enthus- 
iast for the cross which had transformed 
him and transfigured him. It was Paul 
who discovered and frequently employed the 
figurative use of the crucifixion. Peter, 
James, and John, and Jude never use the 
phrase “the cross” in their epistles. But it 
is a great feature of Paul’s letters: Paul 
had a nobler horror of the falsa and fatal 
faith which he had put behind him. “O 
foolish Galatians,—before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ hath been openly set forth, crucified 
among you!” Far away in Judea the actual 
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crucifixion of the Christ had taken place, 
but the impassioned and vivid portrayal had 
powerfully impressed the converts in Gala- 
tia, and the spiritual crucifying had been an 
open and tremendous fact displayed in their 
eyes in other days. The powerful effects of 
the “preaching of the cross” is sufficient 
answer to those who sneer at it as foolish- 
ness. He does not desire that the “offense 
of the cross” shall cease; he is only con- 
cerned lest the “cross of Christ be made of 
none effect.” ‘The Son of God found His 
lowest humiliation in “the death of the 
cross,” but also His highest exaltation in 
that He “endured the cross, despising the 
shame.” 

Strange and sad it is that worldliness, 
receiving so deadly a wound by the cross of 
Christ, should have found in that very sym- 
bol the sign by which to conquer. Adopted 
by the worldly Constantine, placed upon the 
spire of every cathedral, hung as a talisman 
upon the human bosom, made in supersti- 
tious motion in hours of danger, multiplied 
in material for relics by a burlesque of fic- 
tion, Romanism has wrought for ages to 
render of none effect the cross which Paul 
magnified. Pharisaism crucified the Christ 
of God in the interest of self-righteousness 
and self-interest, and Romanism crucified 
the Son of God afresh, putting Him to an 
open shame, by setting up a worldly hier- 
archy, and basing salvation upon works of 
merit. And now that Protestantism has 
grown secure against persecution, and rich 
in worldly goods, and builds its cathedrals, 
and is growing liberal and easy, and too 
often complaisant with sin, is it not possible 
that the religious worldling is again very 
much in evidence, even among nominal 
evangelicals? 


THE COLLEGES 


A GREAT MESSAGE BY A GREAT THINKER 
By Rev. W. W. Staley, D. D., Suffolk, Va. 


The question as to what effect war condi- 
tions will have upon schools is in the mind 
and upon the lips of many people in the 
present world-crisis. In fact, the war is the 
dominant note in public thought though 
there is not very much demonstration of this 
feeling’ except in the minds of those whose 
nearest relatives are already in camp or lia- 
ble to go. But the question has fastened it- 
self upon the public mind enough to appear 
in addresses upon the rostrum of all colleges 
during their commencement exercises. 

So many students left the colleges before 
the final exercises that fear is felt that next 
year will be a hard year on colleges whose 
endowments are not sufficient to carry them 
through on reduced receipts from tuition. 
This is a serious question and demands con- 
sideration. This is especially grave as ap- 
plied to church colleges. State institutions 
have the advantage of State support. 

There are some reasons, it seems to me, 
why the colleges should not suffer decrease 





in patronage and why the work should go 
on in a normal way. The general prosperity 
of the country ought to offset the loss of 
young men who would otherwise go to col- 
lege. The high price of farm products ought 
to make it easier for country people to send 
their children off to school; and the country 
is the chief source of students. The number 
of those who will enter the war, at least for 
the coming year, will be small compared 
with the whole number of college prospects, 
and need not reduce at all the number of 
girls that ought to go to college. Besides 
this, war conditions always open up new 
fields in the future for educated people, and 
this increases the reason for young people 
to prepare for the opportunities that will 
surely come. On the ground of the worst 
that might come, in the loss of young men in 
the war, every such loss will make a vacancy 
in the future for some young man who is 
qualified to fill it. There has not been a 
time when it was so important for parents 
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to send their young boys to college as the 
year before us. When this war is over and 
even before it is over, should it be a very 
long war, there will be an increasing de- 
mand for educated young men. The “hew- 
ers of wood and drawers of water” will al- 
ways be a vast number, but the number of 
those who are well qualified for filling the 
more important positions will always be 
small compared with the whole number. 
And the future will require a larger number 
of educated workers in all branches of indus- 
try, to say nothing of the professions. If I 
were a boy this would be the time when I 
would strive for a collegiate education. 
Money is to be abundant; it always is in war 
times, and it will be the easiest time to go 
te school. School prices will not increase in 
proportion to other expenses and it will be 
the most economical time to go to school. 

Of course war conditions will not affect 
the public schools; they will go on without 
interruption as the students are all under 


7 
— 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


age. And war conditions ought to increase 
the number of college students rather than 
decrease them. Boys from sixteen to twenty 
should go to college. Girls will not be hin- 
dered by military obligations; and it is to be 
hoped that before conditions make women 
liable to military service war will be un- 
known. When women vote the world over 
they will abolish war, as they have already 
led the way in the abolition of the saloon. 

My plea with the parents and young peo- 
ple of the church is to make next year the 
banner year for college students in Elon. 
The college needs you, and you need what 
the college can give you. The world is wait- 
ing for trained workers and leaders to carry 
forward the interests of mankind when this 
war is over; and the world-questions and 
world-enterprises will call for volunteers 
who can take the place made vacant by the 
loss of millions who have shed their blood in 
the struggle for humanity and world-liberty. 
—Elon College News Bulletin. 
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WHY HONOR MARTIN LUTHER? 


Why should a world absorbed in the great- 
est physical conflict of the centuries pause 
to commemorate Luther?) Why should 
twenty million Protestant church members 
of America put aside pressing duties in or- 
der to attend meetings in Luther’s honor, to 
read books and articles relating to him, and 
to support various educational and philan- 
thropic undertakings that accord with the 
purpose of this anniversary season? 


Because when the young German monk on 
the thirty-first of October, 1517, posted on 
the door of the church of All Saints in Wit- 
tenberg his ninety-five theses denouncing the 
wrong practices of the church to which he 
had dedicated his life, he was initiating a 
movement which turned the course of his- 
tory. We do not forget the “reformers be- 
fore the Reformation’—Peter Waldo and 
the other “Poor Men of Lyons” who as early 
as 1117 demanded their laymen’s rights in 
teaching the gospel and kindled among the 
people of France a desire to read the Bible; 
John Wycliffe, the learned scholar and train- 
ed theologian, who a century and a half be- 
for Luther disowned and combated asser- 
tions and assumptions of papal decrees; and 
mystics like Bernard, Master Eckhart, and 
John Tauler, who put the emphasis on the 
inner life, instead of on ceremonies and dis- 
play. All had their part in bringing about 
that great change in the Christian thinking 
of the sixteenth century which we call the 
Reformation. But Luther more than any 
other crystallized latent but wide-spread im- 
pulses of revolt. He blazed the path along 
which many were ready to follow with eager 
feet. The situation called for an overt, dra- 
matic act, like the posting of the theses, a 
bold upstanding piece of witness-bear- 
ing like the defense at Worms, to cap- 
ture the imagination of the people and to 
suggest definite lines of remonstrance and 
agitation. 

Because the forces which Luther helped 
to set in motion have been operating with 
mighty propulsive power for four centuries. 
They have effected results the world around. 
They have become embodied in schools, col- 


leges, and universities, and in a vast net- 
work of agencies and institutions through 
which Protestantism does its beneficent work 
in all lands. The impulses which Luther 
helped to realize and energize have proved 
everywhere the germs of civil and religious 
liberty from which the great democracies of 
the world have developed. Nor is their force 
yet spent. Protestantism was never so 
united, so impatient with non-essentials,; so 
eager to make the religion of the spirit a 
mightier power among men. 

Because our war-stricken, weary world 
needs just what Protestantism in its best 
estate has to give—not an excessive individ- 
uality, not outre and cryptic cults, but the 
things that lie at the heart of Protestantism 
—the possibility of immediate access of the 
soul to God through Christ, the right of 
private judgment, the spirit of absolute 
equality before God that does away with 
contempt of other races and all sense of su- 
periority arising from material possessions, 
which when honestly and thoroughly prac- 
ticed banishes from the earth autocracy of 
every kind, whether it be military, indus- 
trial, or ecclesiastical. 

Because Protestantism itself needs a peri- 
odic infusion of new loyalty and enthusiasm. 
It needs to be warned against the defects 
of its own virtues, to maintain a proper ap- 
preciation of the place and value of the sac- 
raments and the other institutions of the 
church, not to disdain them as empty sym- 


bols but to make them channels through 
which the spiritual life expresses itself and 
is conveyed to others. Protestantism needs 
also from time to time to recover that pro- 
found sense of the grace of God that ani- 
mated the reformers, to realize that the 
Christian religion is not first of all sacra- 
mental or theological or ecclesiastical, but 
evangelical, in the broadest and deepest use 
of that term. It is while men are yet a 
great way off that the Father sees them as 
they turn their faces homeward and runs 
and falls on their neck and gives the kiss 
of welcome. 
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Because in honoring Martin Luther we 
may be correcting| and softening our judg- 
ment of a sister nation, with whom we are 
now at war. The fact that Luther was a 
German ought not to be overlooked by us 
at a time when the course of the rulers of 
that nation has put it for a time under the 
ban of the civilized world. The qualities 
that made Martin Luther good and great, 
that have perpetuated his influence for four 
hundred years, have not disappeared alto- 
gether from modern Germany. There must 
be still there a great number of men and 
women who have not forfeited their right 
to be considered the spiritual descendants of 
the great reformer. Instead of abandoning 
or limiting our celebration of the Luther 
anniversary because we are at war with 
Germany we should make the occasion an 
opportunity of laying through prayer and 
the exaltation of the great spiritual truths 
we still hold in common the foundations of a 
reconciliation which, please God, shall be 
permanent. 

Because this is the one chance we of this 
generation will have to honor the man to 
whom the free churches of the world owe so 
much. Four hundredth anniversaries are 
rare. Let this significant one not pass un- 
observed. Let many a church hear again 
the story of Luther’s life. Let many a 
young Christian be nerved by the example 
of Luther to do his own part in the seething 
life of our time. We are Protestants, and 
we are not ashamed of the fact. We are 
not anti-Catholic. But we are children of 
the Reformation and the light, the freedom 
and the spiritual power emanating from it 
we will conserve and pass on to future gen- 
erations.—The Congregationalist. 


A FAR-SEEING PRAYER 


We are told that Martin Luther, who 
lived four hundred years ago, foresaw the 
great evil of the beer business and prayed 
to God for deliverance for Germany from 
its curse. He is quoted as having said: 
“Whoever first brewed beer has prepared 
a pest for Germany.” Then he added: “I 
have prayed to God that He would destroy 
the whole brewing industry.......All Ger- 
many could live on the barley that is spoiled 
and turned into a curse by the brewer.” 

Martin Luther saw a long way ahead 
when he made that prayer, but it is not yet 
too late for God to answer and destroy the 
whole brewing business. It is indeed a curse 
to the human family and needs to be put 
out of the way. No doubt many a brewer 
has laughed in his sleeve at Martin Luther’s 
prayer for the destruction of this great evil, 
fully believing that because it was not an- 
swered immediately, it would never be. It 
is now most likely that the man is now 
living who will see the day when Martin 
Luther’s prayer will be answered and the 
brewing business destroyed. It looks that 
way now—the nations are turning against 
“the jolly old brewer.” 


“Objects close to the eye shut out much 
larger objects on the horizon, and splendors 
born only of the earth eclipse the stars, so a 
man sometimes covers up the entire disk of 
eternity with a dollar and quenches tran- 
scendent glories with a little shining dust.” 
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STARTING RIGHT 


SUGGESTIVE SERMONETTE 
By Rev. C. A. Tillinghast, Providence, Rhode Island 


“Speak, for thy servant heareth.’”—1 Sam. 3:10. 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the 
Lord before Eli. If the child ministers unto 
the Lord, the chances are that the man will. 
He does not easily forget the divine Voice. 
Samuel had a good beginning all round. His 
mother had the good sense to want children, 
and the equally good sense to ask the Lord 
for them. If there were more children 
“asked of God,” there would be more men 
to minister unto Him. When children are 
not wanted and their coming resisted, they 
cannot have that fine quality of character— 
that subtle harmony of being that an 
earnest welcome gives, and there are so 
many in our country that were not so wel- 
comed, that it must detract very much from 
the real fibre of our aggregate manhood. 
There are crimes against childhood greater 
than war. 


His father also was a good man, although 
he made the mistake of having two wives. 
It has been suggested, as an excuse for him, 
that in his desire for offspring he married 

‘ Penninah, because Hannah was childless. 
If such was the case, he had not the faith 
of Hannah, or he would have gone.to God, 
instead of seeking another wife and tortur- 
ing the heart of the one God had given him. 
As soon as he was weaned, Samuel was 
taken into the tabernacle service and 
brought up under the charge of Eli. 


“Given of God,” with a good heredity and 
a good environment, Samuel ought to have 
been a good man—and he was. The vir- 
tues of law and of human nature were both 
vindicated in him. To start your children 
right in life is better than to settle a for- 
tune on them, and to give children well 
started,is the most precious gift you can 
bestow’ on the world. If the struggle 
through which we are passing, through its 
suffering, sacrifice, and service gives a 
cleaner and more unselfish type of manhood, 
a@ more sane conception of man’s duty and 
obligation to God, it will not have been 
entirely in vain—it will help to further the 
cause of God on earth and hasten the com- 
ing of Christ. The most precious thing on 
earth is manhood and anything that gives 
it a finer quality and a firmer fiber is of 
inestimable value. If the young men of 
this country shall learn by the torturing 
fires of this world-wide struggle, the higher 
meaning of life—of giving and doing for 
others, of self-surrender, of self-sacrifice, it 
will be a new uplift to the world. War 
may be better than a life of daudling pros- 
perity and self-exploitation. May God use 
the long wail of agony that comes to us 
from stricken Europe to quicken the sym- 
pathetic heart-beat of American manhood, 
and help strengthen the bonds of brother- 
hood. Never did God have such powerful 
agents for training the human heart as 
now. 





“The word of the Lord was precious in 
those days’—as it always is—but more 
especially when there were no Bibles, and 
the main dependence of the people was up- 


on the oral teaching of the priests, and the 
personal revelations given to the prophets. 
It is inspiring to know that “the word of 
the Lord” is still precious, as is shown by 
the eager desire of the soldiers of Europe 
to possess copies of it, and that it is read, 
and the voice of God heard above the deaf- 
ening carnage of world-wide conflict. 

The last days of the Judges were evi- 
dently a period of spiritual dearth, and it 
was the dawning of a better day when Sam- 
uel came. He saw visiors and proclaimed 
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them to the public. Blessed is the man who 
can talk with God and carry His message 
to others. He who from a child has minis- 
tered unto the Lord rarely fails to do it. 
The world listens to the man that God 
speaks to. 

“And his eyes began to grow dim’—Eli 
was old and his powers began to fail—so 
Samuel’s young eyes and ears were sent. 
Humanity never grows old—when the old 
eyes fail, new ones are sent, and ever the 
new are beiter than the old. Samuel sees 
more clearly than Eli—the world’s vision is 
growing clearer and more far-reaching. 
Don’t get jealous of the child Samuel. You 
may not realize it, but he is a generation 
older than you are—his weight of intellec- 
tual and spiritual impetus is greater. He 
sees more quickly—you have to halt to ad- 
just your glasses. The world has moved to 
a higher plane since you were a boy—it has 
a broader outlook—it does things in a more 
masterful way. It is to Eli’s everlasting 
credit that he did not try to suppress Sam- 
uel. Don’t handicap the boys. 

“Ere the lamp of God went out’’—the tab- 
ernacle lamp was kept burning through the 
night, and was supplied daily with oil 
enough to last until daylight. At early 
dawn when the lamp was burning low, the 
voice came. God never lets His lights go 
out. The temple light was about to expire, 
the sanctuary at Shiloh about to be despoil- 
ed of its soul—the ark of the coyenant— 





JULY 26, 1917 


so God comes and pours the oil of His grace 
into the heart of Samuel—writes His law 
upon the living parchments of his soul— 
a fountain of light which the ages could 
never exhaust—an ark of life which no 
faithless priests could ever remove and no 
Philistines ever capture. “Ye are the 
temple of God”—keep its light burning and 
its law pure, and it matters little what be- 
comes of tabernacle or temple, of ritual and 
rubric. 

“The Lord called Samuel’”—and He is 
calling you. Don’t think because He does 
not speak your name with an audible voice 
that He has nothing for you to do. He 
has other ways of making known His will 
now. A message by telephone is more di- 
rect and wonderful than the old-time epistle. 
So God’s ways of communicating with His 
people are more wonderful and sure in these 
days of the Spirit than the audible speech 
of early times. “Endless are the modes of 
speech,” and every part of our nature has 
a language of its own. He who has learned 
to hear with the ear alone is shut out from 
the highest calls of God. “He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith.” 
When you have learned to hear with the 
mind and heart, you will hear more than 
Samuel heard. 


“Thought is deeper than all speech, _... 
Feeling deeper than all thought.” rj 


And still deeper is “the Spirit-sign” of 
secret fellowship—the witness of God’s 
Spirit with ours—the divine kinship that 
makes God’s purposes vocal in every fiber 
of our natures. If you have learned to 
hear, you will find that God is speaking, 
and that He has something special to say 
to you—something to whisper in your ear, 
as He revealed Himself to—pushed back the 
long Nazarite locks and “uncovered the ear 
of”—Samuel. 

“And he ran unto Eli.” That’s the mis- 
take we all make. Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord. Neither do you and I. We mis- 
take His voice for some human voice. We 
do our work for man rather than God, and 
we lose sight of its importance and sacred- 
ness, else we would do it more carefully. 
We forget that God speaks through men, 
and that every call of our fellows for help 
and service is a call from Him. “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least, ye 
have done it unto ME.” Then Samuel an- 
swered: “Speak; for thy servant heareth.” 
Eli had told him who was speaking, and 
when the voice came the fourth time he re- 
sponded to it, “Speak!” Dare you say that 
to God? Dare you open your ears entirely 
to Him? Dare you go clear down to the 
lowest chamber of your conscience and lis- 
ten to the voices there? Dare you know all 
that God requires of you? Happy are ye 
if ye so dare—if you can say, “Thy servant 
heareth!” You will hear wonderful things 
—noble truths—transporting revelations 
and prophecies, and you will never be out 
of work. And in proportion as you work 
will you hear—“thy servant heareth’—none 
but a servant hears. God does not reveal 
Himself unto traitors nor waste His time 
in giving directions to the indolent or dis- 
obedient. Is God calling you? No? Why 
not? 

Once before “a man of God came unto 
Eli” and warned him of the doom that would 
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come upon his house, if he did not restrain 
the avarice, the lust, the irreverence of his 
sons. God ever gives due notice of impend- 
ing punishment, and an opportunity for 
escape. But “he that, being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy.” This 
Eli learned to his cost. A stiff neck is al- 
ways the prelude to a broken neck. He that 
will not bend to law must be broken by law. 

“TI will do a thing in Israel, at which both 
the ears of every one that heareth it shall 
tingle’—that shall fill the land with a loud, 
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discordant wail of and dismay. 
Twenty years later the prophecy was ful- 
filled—twenty years cf opportunity for re- 
pentance and reformation! How many 
years have you had? Do you say, “My 
Lord delayeth His coming?” Maybe, but 
He will proverb says 
“Michael fiies with but one wing, Gabriel 
with two.” God is quick in sending angeis 
of peace, and they fly apace; but the mes- 
sengers of wrath come slowly. But 
reject Gabriel, Michael will be sure to come 
when the twenty years of respite are up. 


sorrow 


come. A Jewish 


if vou 


JUDAH AND ISRAEL 


By Rev. H. Hull, St. Joseph, Mo. 


(Number Three) 

Now after giving the foregoing brief out- 
line of prophecies concerning Israel, we 
wish to notice briefly the nature of God’s 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 


A great majority of Bible students and 
with most schools of Bible thought, the fact 
that the Lord when making the covenant, 
promised Abram that he should be the fa- 
ther of more than one nation is entirely 
overlooked. The general trend of all teach- 
ing is, the Jewish people are distinctly the 
people, the one nation only, which is com- 
posed of the seed of Abraham; and they, 
and they only, are the chosen people of God 
whose national story makes up the great 
bulwark of Biblical history and prophecy. 
But such cannot be the case, for God has 
fulfilled the first promise which He made to 
the father of the Jewish people, and has 
made it possible for the people of some of 
the other nations of earth to stand side by 
side with that one and with them to say, 
“We have Abraham to our Father.” 


One special and important feature of this 
covenant is, that among this multitude of: 
Abrahamic seed, there is to be a royal or 
kingly line, the posterity of which shall be- 
come rulers of, at least, some of these na- 
tions which shall owe their origin to one 
common father. For the Lord not only 
promised Abraham that kings should come 
out of his loins, but when he reiterated the 
promises of His covenant to Saria the baren 
wife of Abraham, He said, “She shall be 
the mother of nations; kings of people and 
nations shall be blessed of her.” And so her 
name was changed to Sarah, princes, that 
she, too, might have a name that should be 
in harmony with her new character, for only 
a princess may be the mother of a king. 


Another special feature of this covenant 
is, that there is a land consideration which 
involves the land of Canaan in an everlast- 
ing bond of not only ownership, but of pos- 
session. Evidently the everlasting posses- 
sions of that land by its lawful heirs has 
not yet begun, for at this writing it is in the 
hands of the Turks. One other feature of 
this covenant is that it is wholly uncondi- 
tional. Other covenants that God made 
with the seed of Abraham that were of spir- 
itual character were conditional, but in this 
covenant which we have under considera- 
tion, God has assumed all responsibility and 
to His integrity alone must he looked for its 
fulfillment. 





The second covenant that God made with 
Abraham was not made until many years 
after the first, and was made after the time 
when Abraham had offered his own son, who 
was of the promised seed, as a sacrifice in 
obedience to Him who had produced that 
son by His creative power from that which 
was as good as dead. And as an expression 
of faith in the restorative power of that 
same covenant making God. It is recorded 
as follows: “And the angel of the Lord call- 
ed unto Abraham out of heaven the second 
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, 
saith the Lord; for because thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 
thine own son; that in blessing I will bless 
thee, and in multipiying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the sea shore, and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed 
my voice.” Gen. 22: 15-18. 

This covenant we notice is also uncondi- 
tional, for He says, “By myself have I 
sworn,” in the declaration of the covenant 
made; hence this covenant can neither be 
broken nor annulled because as in the first 
God alone is the responsible party. And 
now we have another witness when Abra- 
ham’s servant secured the promise of Re- 
bekah to become the wife of Isaac, her 
brothers uttered as their parting blessing 
under divine direction: “Thou art our sister 
be thou the mother of thousands of millions, 
and let thy seed possess the gates of those 
that hate them.” Gen. 24: 16. 

But the one great feature of this second 
covenant which God made with that one man 
and reiterated to Isaac and to Jacob; is 
most certainly contained in the following 
words: “In thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed.” 

Now the great apostle Paul, in Galatians 
3: 16, is careful to say: “Now to Abraham 
were the promises spoken, and to his seed, 
he saith not, and to seeds, as of many, but 
as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ.” 

The subject which he is dealing with is 
the blessing that shall come upon all the 
Gentile nations through Abraham’s sacrifi- 
cial son, the one seed, who also was the only 
son of his divine Father. Just as Isaac, the 
type, was the only son of his father when he 
was offered in sacrifice. Throughout the 
world it is most generally known and 
throughout Christendom universally known, 
“The seed to whom the promise is made,” 


_ dimly. 
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did come, but it is not universally known nor 
acknowledged throughout Christendom that 
the many peoples are included in the same 
covenant with the one seed without whom 
the entire structure of Christianity must 
fall, and that every argument for the Christ, 
from the covenant standpoint, must stand 
the future test of numerous prosperity from 
the loins of Abraham. 

And again the Apostle Paul says in Heb. 
6:14: “When He made promises to Abra- 
ham, because he could swear by no greater, 
He swore by himself, saying, blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply 
thee.” 

This quotation, as you see, pertains to the 
multiplicity of seed and not to the Messianic 
phase of the second covenant, but it proves 
to us that each individual feature of that 
covenant stands on the same sure foundation 
and is just as sure of fulfillment as the 
other, for underneath every promise there 
are two immutable things; God and His 
oath. 

So we are safe in saying that God has 
made two unconditional covenants with 
Abraham and that He has been true to those 
covenants, then there are “many nations” in 
existence on the earth to-day, the people of 
which must’ have descended from Abraham 
and Sarah; and that these nations are in 
possession of the gates or entrances of their 
national enemies. These facts are clearly 
revealed and as we proceed we shall see that 
they are true. But thus far that one of 
these covenants is Messianic; and the other 
is multitudinous; but each is contained in 
the other; that in them there is no contract- 
ing party of the second part; and that both 
alike stand on the integrity of God. 


A WORD FROM DR. MILLARD 


PORTLAND, MICH., July 19, 1917. 
DEAR Dr. BARRETT:—A few days since I 
learned, with deep regret, of the death of 
Hon. David Wilson, at his home in Belding, 
Mich. He was the last of the firm of Wil- 
son, Luther, and Wilson—-all of whom urged 
me to accept a call to build up a Christian 
church in that growing town, which I did 
in the fall of 1874. Its steady growth and 
fine history for many years are still remem- 
pered. During that period Mr. Wilson was 
one of its warmest friends and the city’s 
most progressive citizens. “Peace to his 
ashes.” My eyes are weak, but can see 

D. E. MILLARD. 


HABITS 


Good habits are like well-made harness, 
enabling us to do our work in the world with 
the least friction and waste of energy. 

Habits we cannot avoid, nor can we 
escape being controlled by them; but we 
have free choice between the habits that are 
good and helpful and habits that are harm- 
ful.—_Young People. 


“It is truly wonderful how God can use 
little things for accomplishing great pur- 
poses. This should encourage us to think 
that He will have something for us to do.” 


If you wish to appear agreeable in socie- 
ty, you must consent to be taught many 
things which you know already.—Larater, 




















































































706 (10) 


CHRISTIAN 


CHRISTIAN TRAINING 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


ENDEAVOR A WORLD-WIDE UNIVERSITY FOR 
AND UNIVERSAL SERVICE" 
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BY REV. FRANCES E. CLARK, D. D., LL. D., 
President of the United Society of Christian Endeavor and of the World’s Christian Endeavor Union. 


(Concluded From Last Week) 
Universal Service 

Another goal which these years of the 
war seem to force upon us is one of uni- 
versal patriotic service, not universal mil- 
itary service—that will be only for those of 
our members who go to the front or to the 
training-camps—-but patriotic service of 
some kind may be, should be, for all. Food- 
production and food-economy, Red Cross 
work of a multitude of kinds, help for the 
hospitals abroad and our comrades in the 
ranks—in some one of these lines of patri- 
otic service every one may be enlisted. 

No society should be considered a Stand- 
ard society until every active member is en- 
rolled in this Army of Relief for a suffering 
world. In this army we may also enlist 
our associate and honorary members and 
as many as possible outside our own ranks. 
Let us not be satisfied with less than a 
million recruits for the Christian Endeavor 
Army of Relief, and let “Universal Service 
for Our God, Our Country, and Our Fellow 
Men” be our watchword. 


Widening Our Fellowship 


Now let me propound a larger question 
still. What stands in the way of the widest 
possible extension of Christian Endeavor 
among the evangelical denominations of the 
world? Is it any lack of loyalty on the part 
of Endeavor societies to their own churches 
and denominations? The story of thirty-six 
years of strenuous loyalty on the part of 
tens of thousands of societies gives the lie 
to any such statement, and dispels any such 
fears. 


Is it that Christian Endeavor methods 
and plans are not adapted to certain church 
politics and creeds? The fact that already 
the Society exists in all denominations when 
allowed to do so, and flourishes equally well 
in all of them, disproves this statement. The 
further fact that there are more Methodist 
societies than any other kind throughout 
the world; that, not inferior in service in 
proportion to their numbers, come the Pres- 
byterians, Disciples of Christ, Baptists, 
Congregationalists, Reformed, United 
Brethren, Lutheran, and Episcopalians; and 
that in all the subdivisions of these great 
religious bodies, embracing more than one 
hundred distinct denominations, our  so- 
cieties exist and flourish—these significant 
facts prove that the simple, fundamental 
principles of Christian Endeavor, summed 
up in an endeavor to do what Jesus Christ 
would like to have us do, have commended 
themselves to every denomination where 
these principles and these plans have been 
given a fair chance. 


The Financial Argument 


Is the objection to Christian Endeavor 
based upon the fear, occasionally expressed, 
that the young people in our societies will 
not give so much to denominational objects, 
or that denominational publications will be 


supplanted by interdenominational? No one 
can believe this when it is remembered that 
the whole work of Christian Endeavor ex- 
tension throughout the world beyond our 
own borders costs American Endeavorers 
less than $8,000, or about one-third of a cent 
apiece each year. All that they spend at 
home and abroad in their local, State, and 
national unions for the publications of the 
United Society is less than two cents a mem- 
ber, while they give, it is believed, to their 
own churches and the missionary objects of 
their own denominations, through various 
channels, no less than two millions of dol- 
lars, though of course only a fraction of this 
is credited to the society as such. 

With these facts in mind is it reasonable 
to believe that this argument can ever be 
used again? O friends, is it right or Chris- 
tian to put any obstacle in the way of the 
spiritual reunion of evangelical Christen- 
dom? Here in the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment is one great means of promoting it, 
not by merging all denominations into one, 
but by strengthening the ties of fellowship 
with others, while at the same time we 
strengthen the ties of loyalty to our own 
churches. 


Through such a fellowship: the temperance 
cause and every great. moral reform would 
be helped to win its victory. 


An Invitation 


We then heartily and affectionately invite 
our comrades in other young people’s so- 
cieties of similar names and methods to join 
us in this world-wide crusade for Christ 
by joining to their denominational name 
the universal name of Christian Endeavor, 
in which there is a suggestion of nothing 
but the religion of Christ. This invitation 
is reenforced by a petition containing thou- 
sands of signatures of members of all de- 
nominations, and I cannot believe that it 
will now be ignored, as similar invitations 
in the past have been received. 

In these days of horrible strife and car- 
nage among the nations is there any pos- 
sible means of promoting brotherly love and 
the union of mankind in a pact of last- 
ing peace that we should not welcome with 
all our hearts? Should Christians shut 
their eyes and hearts to any Christian or- 
ganization which has established itself in 
all lands and which gives promise of being 
one of the means of healing the awful 
wounds of the most awful war of history? 


When President Wilson a few months ago 
inaugurated the lighting up of the Statue 
of Liberty in New York, he said: “There is 
a common pulse-in us all; there is a common 
contact with life; there is a common body 
of hope; there is a common stock of resolu- 
tion. The peace of the world is not going 
to be assured by the compact of nations, 
but by the fellowship of man.” 


How aptly every word of his applies to 
the Christian Endeavor movement!  En- 
deavorers in all the world have “a common 


pulse,” “a common contact with life,” “a 
common body of hope,” “a common stock of 
resolution.” We have all these in a marked 
degree, not surpassed, if equalled, by any 
other organization. 

Who, then, in this world-crisis, would 
hamper or cripple an organization that we 
believe has a God-given work to do as one 
of the chief agencies in uniting in Christian 
fellowship the dissevered members of 
Christ’s great family? 

Yet those who promote denominational 
differences among young people, or, by rea- 
son of carelessness or sloth, allow their En- 
deavor societies to weaken and die, not only 
fail to do their part to fulfil our Lord’s 
prayer that “they all may be one,” but in- 
cur a double responsibility in these latter 
days in failing to promote a movement 
which makes for the permanent peace of 
the world. 


The Peace of the Wor!'d 


I am not speaking at random. Not only 
theory but experience proves that Christian 
Endeavor has a part to play in promoting 
the comity and fellowship of the nations. 
The last union meeting of Britons and Ger- 
mans and French and Dutch was a British 
Christian Endeavor convention in London 
only two months before the war broxe out. 
The first union meeting in South Africa af- 
ter the Boer War was a Christian Endeavor 
fellowship meeting between Boers and brit- 
ish in Cape Town, a few months aftex that 
bitterly-contested war closed. I know 
whereof I affirm, for I was present at both 
meetings. 

The Christian Endeavor Holiday Homes 
ia Great Britain and Germany before the 
present war opened were doing much to 
bring together the young people of the 
Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic nations. I hope 
that admirable idea will before long beadopt- 
ed in our own land, not only as a means of 
giving to thousands of Endeavorers at rea- 
sonable rates a happy, healthful vacation in 
wholesome moral surroundings, but as an- 
other means of promoting the growing unity 
of the different sections of our own country. 

It is said by some that a federation of 
young people’s societies without any com- 
mon center can accomplish in the way of 
fellowship all that a Christian Endeavor 
union can do. Experience has proved the 
contrary. Hundreds of such young people’s 
unions without any common center, common 
principles, pledge, or methods, have been 
tried, and have almost invariably died after 
a few months of languid life. The experi- 
ment has always been discredited in prac- 
tice, while hundreds of Christian Endeavor 
unions are now more than a quarter of a 
century old, and are far larger, stronger, 
and more vigorous to-day than they were 
twenty-five years ago. 

These indisputable facts urge upon us 
the constant enlargement and strengthening 
of our Christian Endeavor unions. 
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But I would bring to you, dear friends, 
the methods, the plans, the goals I have 
suggested in this message, not for any 
selfish ends, not to glorify Christian En- 
deavor, except as Christian Endeavor glori- 
fies Jesus Christ. I have prayed that the 
new plans suggested might all be His plans. 

An Appeal 

If you feel, as I do, that this is so, let us 
throw ourselves heartily into these efforts 
to make our world-wide University for 
Christian Training more effective by enlarg- 
ing and improving our standards of excel- 
lence and our system of credits; by pro- 
moting a generous emulation among our so- 
cieties by contests in various lines of Chris- 
tian service, “provoking one another to good 
works,” as the apostle puts it; by making 


our millions of alumni of larger helpfulness , 


by associating them together; by enlisting 
all our members in the Army of Relief; by 
increasing the number of our societies, 
especially in the denominations and among 
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the nationalities in our own land which 
have hitherto held aloof from our fellow- 
ship. 


Endeavorers of the United States and 
Canada, let us make our endeavors of the 
past larger and more definite still by striv- 
ing earnestly for the goals of the next two 
years, that in our day and generation we 
may prove ourselves worthy of the wonder- 
ful blessings God has vouchsafed to our 
societies in the past. May we still more 
fully realize His plan for our countries to 
be evangelized and their churches quickened 
by trained and intelligent young Christians, 
and for the peace of the world to be assured 
not by battleships or treaties or peace con- 
ventions altogether, but by the heart-fellow- 
ship which arises from common methods, 
common pledges, common aims, common 
service, and united love for our one Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to Him be 
the praise and the honor and the dominion 
and the power forever and ever. Amen. 
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STARTLING (Kaiser) FIGURES 


By Rev. W. J. Warrener, Athens, Ohio 


An article in the Athens Daily Messenger 
of February 13, 1917, entitled “THE KAISER, 
THE Beast,” had as its concluding para- 
graph: 

“This year, 1917, is a fateful year for 
Hapsburg, Hohenzollern, and Turk. So say 
mystic numbers.” 

Within the last few weeks an article was 
published in The Literary Digest, which was 
reprinted in The Cincinnati Enquirer on 
Saturday, July 7, and no doubt in a number 
of other newspapers under heading of “RE- 
MARKABLE WAR SUPERSTITIONS. Prophets 
use dates and figures to tell outcome of the 
world conflict.” 

The first set of figures given involves the 
names of nine living rulers of the allied 
nations, President Wilson, the President of 
France, and seven kings. The same method 
is used in each case so any one will serve to 
illustrate the juggle. 


President Wilson was born............ 1856 
Wee Oe kb trene eH RSs ee wide tad 1913 
Has been in office—years ............ 4 
SEE ROTOR O iiss doko oawenwdue Kes 61 

TEGNE <6 CunGnieacmbecieusaced wi wanes 8834 


’ As two continents are involved divide this 
total by two and you have 1917. 

These figures will apply to everybody and 
to any event in their lives, for if you add 
the age of any person to the year of his 
birth you always get the number of the cur- 
rent year and in like manner if you add the 
number of years that have elapsed since any 
occurrence to the year date when it happen- 
ed you get that of the current year. In the 
case given or any other similarly stated add 
the first and last figures and you get the 
current year and if you add the second and 
third the result is similar. 

The story of William I., Emperor of Ger- 
many, and the gypsy of Mayence is an old 
- one. I have it in a publication over ten 
years old. It is that in 1849 the 
present Kaiser’s grandfather, then Prince 
William of Prussia was traveling under 
an assumed name through some of the 


Rhine provinces. He was then very un- 
popular because of his attitude during the 
revolution of 1849 and had little thought of 
ever coming to the throne. 

At Mayence, a gypsy woman addressed 
him as “Your Imperial Majesty,” and offer- 
ed to tell his fortune. The prince asked the 
woman what empire he was to rule over and 
she replied, “The German.” He then asked 
when it was to be formed. She took a piece 
of paper and wrote on it the year 1849 and 
placed the same figures under its unit col- 
umn thus: 

1849 


co ® CF 


1871 

That latter proved correct, for it was in 
1871, after the close of the Franco-German 
war, that this same prince, then King of 
Prussia, crowned himself in Paris as Em- 
peror of Germany. 

“How long am I to rule over this empire?” 
was the prince’s next question. The gypsy 
wrote again in the same manner: 

1871 
1 
8 
7 
1 
1888 
and that was the year the Emperor died. 

Then the prince asked, “How long will 
the empire last?” and the gypsy repeated 
the formula: 

1888 


co co OO 


1913 
The first two predictions were verified, 
the last year given was not the last of the 
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empire, but it may prove to be the fateful 
year when the downfall began. For while 
historians divide history into periods, it is 
the rule to date the downfall of one and the 
rise of the other from certain years, though 
the accomplishment was sometimes long in 
completing. 

In the article, “The Kaiser, the Beast,” 
herein referred to, Revelation 13: 18. “Here 
is wisdom, let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast; for it is the 
number of a man; and his number is six 
hundred and three score and six,” was 
quoted and it was shown that the Kaiser’s 
name numbers 666. 

In Revelation 13: 4 it is said: “And they 
worshiped the Beast, saying ‘Who is like 
unto the beast?’ ‘Who is able to make war 
with him?’” That is just what the Ger- 
mans and Germanophiles have been saying 
right along. 

It was 666 months from the date of 
Kaiser’s birth, January 26, 1859, to July 27, 
1914, the time when other powers were 
warned by Germany not to interfere with 
Austria in her determination to chastise 
Servia, which was in itself the first act of 
war. 

Revelation 13: 5 says, in reference to the 
beast, “And power was given unto him to 
make war forty and two months.” 

If the Kaiser is the beast referred to, and 
the war predicted is the present one, the 
42 months will end January 27, 1918, the 
Kaiser’s birthday.—The Athens Daily Mes- 
senger, Wednesday, July 11, 1917. 


PSALM I 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the coun- 
sel of the ungodly.” 

No man can prosper in the Christian life 
who mixes it with the worldly life and per 
contra the man who keeps separate from 
the world and all worldly concerns is the 
man who makes growth in the Christian life. 

Not only is it necessary to keep separate 
from the world, but he must delight in the 
Christian life. 

“But his delight is in the law of the Lord 
and in His law doth he meditate day and 
night.” Is it not true that if a man does 
this he will not mix up with worldly busi- 
ness? ; 

“And he shall be like a tree planted by 
rivers of waters that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season, his leaf also shall not 
wither and whatsoever he doeth shall pros- 
per.” 

Not only is prosperity in the Christian 
life here outlined, but it is shown that from 
a physical and material, as well as from a 
spiritual standpoint, it pays to be a Chris- 
tian. 

At this point the physical and spiritual, 
the Christian and the worldly life, are 
sharply contrasted and the Word declares 
“That the ungodly are not so.” “The un- 
godly shall not stand in the judgment nor 


sinners in the congregation of the right- 
eous.” 

“For the Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall 
perish.” 

Then let us “cease to do evil and learn 
to do well.” Let us follow in the ways of 
truth and righteousness, and thus gain the 
blessing of the Lord upon our ways. 

FRANK A. CORNELL. 

Lima, Ohio. 
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Opportunities and Responsibilities of the Christian Ministry* 


If I were called upon to deliver a course 
of lectures on this subject, I might flatter 
myself that I had time and space to bring 
out a few of the important thoughts which 
come crowding into the mind, as we take a 
casual glance at the immense field here de- 
nominated Opportunities and Responsibil- 
ities of the Christian Ministry, which your 
committee has assigned me for this short 
discussion. 

But, being limited to a few minuies, it 
seems almost like a hopeless task; and yet, 
in a ministerial institute, it is important 
that we discuss, in a general way, these 
great subjects. For the ministry, as a class, 
should be mentally expansive, and profound- 
ly interested in every subject which 
strengthens its relation to God and brings 
into greater usefulness its relation to man. 

The opportunities of the ministry are 
various, and we must be very carnestly 
watching for them as they are passing by; 
for we know not which particular one, or 
more, may be needed for the next move we 
are to make in the field of our mission to 
which God has called us. 

We often see opportunities passing which 
do not seem at the present to bear upon 
our special work in hand, and so we let 
them go by, perhaps with the thought that 
if I were at so and so, I could use that to 
a good advantage; but I do not need it 
now, and so I let it pass. But to-morrow 
the real need comes, but it is gone, and I 
cannot get it. 


I call to mind an old fable, which may 
be a good thing to remember as the oppor- 
tunities of life are passing by. It runs 
like this: “Once upon a time, a wild boar 
of the jungle was whetting his tusks upon 
the trunk of a tree. A fox, passing by, 
asked him why he did this, seeing that 
neither hunter nor hound’ was near. “True,” 
said the boar, “but when that danger does 
arise, I shall have something else to attend 
to besides sharpening my weapons.” 

This fable suggests that when we have 
nothing pressing, we had better be sharpen- 
ing our weapons; for in the ministry we 
never know what the occasion may call for. 
We never know what is coming, and the re- 
sponsibility may be just as great whether 
we are prepared or not. So universal prep- 
aration should be the dominant thought 
with the minister when not employed on 
special work. 

Responsibilities belong to opportunitics; 
because every opportunity taken advantage 
of brings an added responsibility, and so 
life is growing more and more responsible 
as improvement of life goes on. And life 
without improvement is a monster, and has 
no place in a world divinely ordered and 
controlled by an all-wise and _ infinite 
Creator. 

Passing from these general remarks, let 
us consider the subject in a more definite 
form. 

There are some callings which are par- 
ticularly adapted to a class of opportunities 
which are necessary to those callings, but 
do not seem so obligatory upon some others. 


By Rev. W. A. Warner, Higginsport, Ohio 


To the ministry is presented in a preemi- 
nent degree the opportunity of being a man. 
I do not mean to say that such opportunity 
does not come to all men, for it does; but 
to the minister of the gospel, the man called 
of God to stand between the Almighty and 
the world of mankind, and deliver the divine 
message back to them, such an opportunity 
seems to come with redoubled force. It 
seems to come with a sort of obligation 
which is different from that which comes to 
other men. Of course it is not different in 
reality; but the obligation seeming stronger, 
makes the minister seem a kind of provi- 
dentially favored man, and therefore im- 
presses the world around him with this 
greater obligation; hence we say the minis- 
ter of the gospel has the opportunity in a 
preeminent way, of being a man. 

And then there is so much along that line 
to help the minister of the gospel to be a 
man. He has more time to think of his 
holy calling. He must be all the time on 
guard. His association is with the best of 
thoughts and books, and with the better 
class of society, and his conversation should 
be more intellectual and spiritual. He must 
cultivate the affections. He must be a man 
of constant communion with God, who is 
his Teacher and his Employer. As God is 
love, so he must transform his character to 
correspond with that of his Teacher. 


Every man, that is, every human being, 
should be taught of God, but the obligation 
seems so much stronger as it rests upon the 
shoulder of the man or woman who is called 
to bear the divine message of salvation to 
a lost and dying race. He cannot save with- 
out the divine anointing, and how can he 
expect the divine anointing unless he sus- 
tains the highest type of manhood that he 
is capable of sustaining, and strive at all 
times to keep that to the highest point of 
efficiency? If he lets his enthusiasm in that 
direction down, even in a slight degree, he 
is liable to become careless, and to become 
more or less indifferent; and as a matter of 
course, it will naturally grow upon him, 
and by and by he loses more or less of his 
interest in his appearance, and then it be- 
gins to appear in his habits of study, and 
he is liable to get the idea that he once 
knew the thoughts he wants to present, and 
he can call them up at any time; but when 
he most needs them, they are not at hand, 
and he stumbles through a lot of insipid 
words and commonplace thoughts which put 
congregations to sleep, and the Word of 
God is not glorified. 

He wonders why his people do not get 
interested in the great thoughts (?) which 
he has presented. He wonders why he can’t 
stir them to some enthusiasm in religious 
activity. He wonders why his earnest 
preaching, which consists mostly in thun- 
derous tones, and mighty swinging of the 
orms, and grotesque contortions of the body, 
does not move sinners to embrace his ideas 
of the religious life, and become active 
Christian workers. 

Now, if he has failed to act upon this 
idea of being a man, in the highest sense of 


his ability, and has let the opportunity go 
by without improving it, and the church has 
not come up to his ideal, is not the respon- 
sibility mostly upon his shoulders? He has 
no business to scold the church. He would 
be doing God service in a more satisfactory 
manner if he would ask the church to kick 
him out of the pulpit, and send him to the 
field to plow corn, or some other place where 
honest, manly service may be performed. 
His manhood is at stake, and he has no 
right to impose himself upon any commu- 
nity for anything less than the best man 
that he can make of himself. 

And then the spiritual advantages that he 
has in being called to be God’s man, seem 
so great, with the opportunity of the closest 
and most intimate communion with the 
Ruler of the universe, the God of heaven 
and earth, the Father of all the human 
race. 

There must certainly be a heavy respon- 
sibility resting upon the man or woman who 
is called of God to preach the gospel, and 
who accepts this divine commission without 
realizing that this service requires a con- 
stant, every-day communion, or counciling 
with God, his Employer, 

You employ a man to work on your farm; 
he has had no experience as a farmer, but 
he accepts the position and enters upon his 
duties. In a short time you see that he 
is indifferent about consulting you in re- 
gard to the work he has undertaken. He 
works hard, and is honest and conscientious, 
but, having no experience, he breaks tools, 
and misuses the team, and frequently works 
to a disadvantage, and so does not accom- 
plish as much as you are paying him to do. 
Now the really important thing that he 
should do, and that from the very begin- 
ning of his engagement, is to frequently 
consult his employer, and make an intimate 
friend of him. 

The minister must be a friend of God, and 
so serve as to make God his Friend and 
constant Adviser. This makes the minister 
a man of prayer, and a continual recipient 
of God’s favor and blessing. 


Now these facts are common knowledge, 
and well understood, I think, by all the min- 
istry, but I sometimes wonder if we at all 
times realize them, and observe them as we 
should, and that other fact, that herein lies 
the success or failure of our ministry. 


And do we realize the overflowing joy, 
and the height of spiritual knowledge to 
which we may attain, by striving at all 
times to live up to our highest ideal of the 
Christ life? Paul says of it: “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive 
what God hath prepared for them that love 
Him.” 

Of all the.special opportunities that come 
to the minister, we have not time to speak 
in a discussion limited to a half-hour. 


We will notice another opportunity, which 
does not come to every man, but to the min- 
ister of the gospel it is a part of the work 


* Read before conference and published by request 
of that body. 
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to which he is called, and without which he 
cannot be an acceptable minister. 

The opportunity for STUDY is of para- 
mount importance to the man or woman 
who is chosen to deliver God’s message to 
a perishing world. And he who does not 
study cannot preach the gospel. 

The gospel, as given by the Christ of the 
New Testament, is full of profound thought. 
And while it is true that it is so simple that 
a child may understand enough of it to feed 
his childish soul, yet the wisest of scholars 
are not sure of the exact meaning of all 
its mighty truths. The minister is respon- 
sible for the best interpretation of these 
great truths, and if his interpretation is 
weak and wavering, Christians, under his 
teaching will be weak, and their souls more 
or less dwarfed by the spiritual food which 
they receive from him. 

The minister is especially called to the 
study of the thoughts which Jesus gave to 
His disciples, and the elaboration of those 
thoughts as given by those who heard Him, 
in their teaching and writings. 

The preaching of the gospel is the pre- 
sentation of those thoughts, in the spirit 
of the thoughts as they were uttered by the 
Christ and the men who afterwards spoke 
or wrote them for the whole world. The 
minister’s time is not his own; it belongs 
to Him, who called him to this sacred serv- 
ice, and he is required to study these 
thoughts until he makes them a part of him- 
self; until this gospel in him speaks with 
the authority of an apostle. He is not call- 
ed to repeat the words, but to express the 
thought that is in the words. The words, 
we know not how many times they have 
been changed by the many translations 
through which they have passed, but the 
thoughts still burn with the divine fire, and 
when uttered by lips sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit, and are held in the divine illumina- 
tion, they must burn into the hardened heart 
of the sinner to start the regenerating 
forces thera which God has intended for it. 
Hence the necessity of a careful and prayer- 
ful study of these great thoughts of divine 
truth. And it requires a very constant 
study in order that the mind may always 
have these life-giving truths fresh from 
their source. The minister is supposed to 
have the opportunity for such a study. 

Does any minister say he has not time 
for study? If so, then I think we may safe- 
ly question his divine calling; for the great- 
er part of his commission is the study of 
God’s Word, in order that he ‘may under- 
stand what God wants him to do. Or, if 
he has sometime had the opportunity and 
did not improve it, and now has no time for 
study, may we not conclude that God has 
released him from his obligation, and his 
mission as well? 

If he has not been released, then the obli- 
gation is still upon him, and the responsi- 
bility he has attempted to throw off, and I 
am not able to say how his account will 
stand in the final reckoning when the bal- 
ance sheet is completed, and the business 
of life is settled up, and he receives his 
final payment. 

But we are to take the minister in the 
spirit of his calling, supposing that he is 
improving every minute of the time for 
service—yes, every minute in his study. If 
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he is preaching from the pulpit, he is in 
a deep study as to how to reach the heart 
of the hearer, and win him to Christ. If 
he visits the sick, he is still in his study to 
find words of comfort and encouragement, 
or words of warning and enlightenment. 

If he comes in contact with the world and 
worldings, he is studying the mind and 
Spirit of Jesus, that he may show them the 
true and better way. If he is trading with 
his fellow man, he is studying the “Golden 
Rule” to teach men that business may be 
done in the spirit and upon the principle 
of true Christianity. If he is reading the 
reports of the war in Europe, he finds op- 
portunity for abundant study of the great 
question: What will God bring out of all 
this horror and bloodshed, this starvation 
and human woe? 

If he has faith in God’s love and fatherly 
eare for His children, faith in God’s power 
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to control the world He has made, he sees 
a new world issuing from this mass of rot- 
tenness, and the regenerative processes of 
the Kingdom taking a long step toward the 
brotherhood of man and the Fatherhood of 
God. 

When I contemplate the life and calling 
of the minister, I feel that his opportunities 
are glorious, and his responsibilities are 
great, but can you think of a set of oppor- 
tunities in all the realm of human experi- 
ence that transcends in grandeur and love- 
liness, and that which fills the soul with a 
joy beyond human expression, like the study 
of God’s providence as He deals with His 
children in love and benevolence, and up- 
lifting purposes for the perfecting of His 
human child? 

These are a few of the opportunities of 
the Christian minister; and his earnestness 
in their use will bring no uncertain reward. 


2, 
° 


SOME INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONS 


Greeting in Jesus’ name to THE HERALD 
and its many readers: 

We just want to look for a few moments 
at that great question spoken by our blessed 
Lord, recorded in John 1: 88—‘‘What seek 
ye?” 

As we picture this we have to go back 
to the early morning of that Sabbath when 
John with the his disciples 
who have shared his thoughts and 
feeling. One of them was Andrew and the 
other unnamed could surely have been no 


stood two of 


must 


other than John himself, the beloved dis- 
ciple. These two disciples had heard what 
their teacher, John the Baptist, on the 


previous day spoke of Jesus, but then He 
seemed to them but as a passing figure. 
These two disciples want to hear more of 
Him, as well as in deepest sympathy they 
came to their teacher on the Sabbath morn- 
ing, and while there Jesus once more ap- 
peared and John stops teaching now and 
is learning, for the intensity and penetra- 
tion of his gaze calls from him the worship- 
ful repetition of what on the previous day 
he had explained and enforced. Now the 
two had no thought of leaving John, but an 
irresistible and heavenly impulse bade them 
follow His steps. they went in 
modest silence in the dawn of their rising 
faith, yet unconscious of the real goal of 
their search, all at once we see Christ turn- 
ing and putting to them this question, “What 
And the same great question is 
before each of us yet. to-day. 

The time when Christ spoke these words 
was the gathering of the disciples, and was 


And as 


seek ye?” 


gentle, winning, and remarkable, as our Re- 
deemer’s first public utterance. 3ut it 


seems like human nature, ever since the fall 
of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, 
is to leave God and His great work, but 
while man still goes farther and farther 
away, God still loves and seeks after that 
soul. For we know that the first thing 
that happened after the fall and when the 
news reached heaven of the fall of man, God 
came straight down to hunt for them. And 
the Lord called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, “Where art thou?” The great Voice 
that was heard in the garden is still heard 
in the world to-day, full of grace, mercy, 


and love. Christ left heaven and came to 
this dark world for fallen, wayward men 
and women, not to hurl them from the face 
of the earth, but to make the plan of salva- 
tion complete, whereby we might escape sin 
and gain heaven. But after all this is done, 
are you seeking a close, sweet walk with 
Him, or are you following afar off? 

Christ has given each person in the world 
a talent. Two young men were talking one 
time. One said, “John, what is your aim 
in life?” John replied, “I am going to 
school until I complete my college course.” 
“What then?” “Then I am going into some 
kind of business, and get married and enjoy 
life.” 

“But what then?” 

“Oh, I will spend my old days in happi- 
ness with my family.” 

3ut the young man questioned him more 
and said: “What after death?” 

John said: “I wasn’t thinking much 
about that, was only seeking the things of 
this life.” 

Are you, too, dear friend, seeking only 
the loaves and fishes? Are we, like David 
of old, seeking God with a whole heart, so 
we shall be satisfied when we wake in the 
likeness of God? 

Mrs. FLORENCE SCARBER. 

Noble, Til. 


Conscience is a great ledger book, in 
which all our offenses are written and regis- 
tered, and which time reveals to the sense 
and feeling of the offender.—Burton. 


“God has enough for all, but not all have 
enough. Do you ask why? Often the rea- 
son may be because they do not rightly 
relate themselves to Him.” 


“Since I am to have an eternity in which 
to praise my heavenly Father, I should be- 
gin to practice my expressions of joy and 
delight here on earth.” 





“The first ingredient in conversation is 
truth; the next, good sense; the third, good 
humor; and the fourth, wit.” 
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SIN UNTO DEATH* 


By Rev. G. E. Tucker, Pomeroy, Ohio, R. D. 3 


(1 John 5: 16) 

There aze Texts of Scripture which are 
so remarkable in their statements that we 
could not, if we desired to do so, by any 
possible chance forget them. They cling to 
us with a tenacity that is indescribable. 
They float through our minds during our 
sleepless nights, and they face us under cir- 
cumstances and conditions which are most 
peculiar. This text with which we start is 
one of this sort, but God is always fair and 
just. In front of every pitfall God has 
raised a barrier. And before every danger 
which lurks in our pathway, God lifts a 
danger signal. If there is a way which 
seemeth right unto man, God tells the end 
thereof is death (Prov. 14:12). If we are 
headed in the wrong direction, and the law 
of gravitation is pulling us farther and 
farther away from the ideal, then God cries 
out to us, “Turn ye, © turn ye, for why will 
ye die?” (Ezek. 33:11) And it is true, God 
is always lifting the danger signals in ad- 
vance of us, it is likewise true that God is 
always calling out the way which leads to 
light, and happiness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 


THE PORTLAND LIGHT 


If you should ever desire to enter upon 
our northern coast, you would find on an 
arm of rock stretched away out over the 
sea, what is known as The Portland Light. 
You may approach it from any one of four 
directions, but if you should come fron: one 
direction, there would flash before you a 
red light, which means danger; or if you 
should come from another direction, the red 
light would indicate that there were sub- 
merged rocks, that would wreck your ves- 
sel, or still the third direction, the danger 
signal would be raised, warning you against 
the danger there was ahead, if you kept 
traveling that road. But if you should 
come from the right direction, a clear white 
light would shine before you, and following 
this light you may escape all the dangers of 
the sea and enter a quiet harbor. 

And so God, in all His Word, by means 
of prophecy in the Old Testament, and ful- 
filling of the New, is flashing out the clear 
white light, the way of escape. Jesus is 
saying to us, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the light.” “I am the light of the world, 
he that followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness!” 

There are so many passages of Scripture 
which it would be well for us to keep in 
mind in connection with this subject. He- 
brews 6:4, 5, 6: “For it is impossible for 
those who were once enlightened, and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tast- 
ed of the good Word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, if they shall fall away, 
to renew them again unto repentance, see- 
ing they crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put Him to an open 
shame.” 

Hebrews 10: 26, 29 says: “For if we sin 
wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sin.” “Of how much sorer 


punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the 
Son of God, and counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the spirit of grace?” Such Scriptures as 
these are sharp indeed in their teaching, as 
well as the text. From this we should un- 
derstand that we may continue our indiffer- 
ence too long. We may resist too many 
times, we may sin once too often, which 
would bring on the unpardonable sin.” 


SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD 


If I would speak to you about sin in gen- 
eral, it would be an important subject, for 
sin separates us from God—it yawns like 
an impassable abyss at our feet, and no 
amount of human effort, no disposition to 
reform, and no resolution to do better, can 
possibly bridge over this gulf. There is 
only one thing can do it, and that is God’s 
love, which finds its highest expression in 
the gift of His Son. And because of this 
Jesus died to save you and me. 


SIN BLIGHTS THE BRIGHTEST OF HOPES 


You may start well in life, with every 
prospect of success—with friends to love 
you, a home to shelter you, and a God to 
love you, and sin may shatter all of these 
things. Sin will separate us from our loved 
ones. Sin destroys the strongest of us. Do 
not boast because of your strong will or 
strength, or ability to resist evil, because 
it will overpower you in time, if you don’t 
trust in Jesus Christ the only begotten Son 
of God, for deliverance from sin. He came 
that He might destroy the power of sin. 


A young Scotchman came from the hill 
country in Scotland, landed in New York, 
and started to fight his battles for victory. 
A friend asked him to become a Christian, 
and he turned his friend aside by saying, 
“T have never felt the need of Christ. Some 
day I may, but not now.” He began to drift 
there in New York, moved to Chicago, and 
there made a wreck of his life. One day 
this friend was in Chicago, and was called 
to the hospital to see this young Scotchman. 
The sight was awful. He was in the last 
stages of one of the most contagious dis- 
eases that could possibly afflict a human 
body. This friend was warned not to touch 
him, for fear of transferring the disease 
unto himself, and then to others. The man 
whispered in agony, “My God! Isn’t this 
awful? God pity me, for He is the only one 
that can.” He said to his friend, “Is there 
any hope, do you think?” and when his 
friend bowed in prayer for him, he rose 
from his knees, the man said: “God pity 
me, for He is the only one who can. I plead 
with you, sir, to warn men everywhere 
against sin. It has overpowered me, and 
no man is strong enough to resist it.” 

One of the greatest sins there is is un- 
belief. Jesus said: “And when He comes, 
He will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment, of sin be- 





* An address delivered by Evangelist Tucker in the 
First Christian church, Rutland, Ohio, during a meet- 
ing which covered fifteen nights. Text used was 
1 John 5:16. 
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cause they believe not on me” (John 16: 8, 
9). The greatest sin in the world is not as 
men think, intemperance, dishonesty, or a 
number of other things. Unbelief is still a 
greater sin. Jesus said: “He that believ- 
eth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” Somehow we do not 
imagine that unbelief is a sin. We think 
it is an expression of opinion. But unbe- 
lief crucifies afresh the Lord of glory. Un- 
belief mocks Jesus Christ, unbelief resists 
Jesus Christ, unbelief closcs the door of 
hope—it tends toward death. We have not 
reached the limit of God’s mercy, nor have 
we yet committed the final sin against God, 
and His love. 

One day a minister was seated in his 
study preparing himself to go to church. 
A rap was heard at his door. A gentleman 
entered the room and with great emotion 
said, “I have committed the unpardonable 
sin.” The minister told the man he was 
preparing himself for service, and if he 
would sit down until he came back that he 
would ‘gladly help him, if it was in his 
power. 





When the minister came back, this man 
told him that one time in a revival his fath- 
er was doing the preaching. His father 
came and persuaded him to go to the altar 
and get saved, and he went and there on 
his knees he cursed God. “And from that 
day to this,” he said, “I have been hopeless, 
and I know I have committed the unpardon- 
able sin.” 

But the minister claimed if he had com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin, he would hate 
God, He would hate God’s people, that he 
would not be hunting a minister to help him, 
that he wouldn’t have any concern about 
himself, that if he had committed this sin, 
he wouldn’t spend these sleepless nights 
worrying over his soul, for the unpardon- 
able sin is spiritual death. There would be 
no concern, be no desire to be a Christian, 
for all hope would be gone, for the unpar- 
donable sin is spiritual death, and as long 
as there is concern and tears and a desire 
to become a Christian, the indications are 
that the Spirit is still striving. it is danger- 
ous to resist Christ, because we naturally 
drift off into indifferences, and indifference 
is one of the indications that God’s hold 
upon us is loosening, and our determination 
to be lost is increased. A constant rejection 
is the unpardonable sin, a final turning 
away from God. 

No man knows when he may cross the 
dead-line. God says: “To-day, if you hear 
my voice, harden not your heart. Now is 
the accepted time,” and this may be His 
last call. God says: “Seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found; to-morrow you may 
search in vain.” Oh, it is dangerous to put 
off accepting Jesus Christ! 

There was a minister preaching in New 
Jersey, holding an evangelistic campaign 
for the salvation of lost souls. There was 
a young man there, a cashier of a bank 
there in New Jersey, whom they tried to 
get to become a Christian, tried to get him 
to give his heart and life to God. His ex- 
cuse was he had to ge to New York. It 
was in 1888, when they had that famous 
snow-storm—snow twelve feet deep. He had 
no other excuse to go, only to get away from 
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that hours and hours 
floundering in the snow to his arm-pits, try- 
ing to get to his hotel through the slush and 
snow and when he arrived at the old Astor 
House, down on Broadway, he was wet and 
chilled. He could hardly stand. They sum- 
moned a physician. One glance and he said 
to him; “Have you a mother alive?” “Yes, 
“Wife alive?” “Yes, sir.” “Where 
do they live?” “In New Jersey.” “I’ll send 
for them.” He looked at the doctor and 
said, “My God, you don’t think it’s that bad 
do you?” “Yes, sir. It is pnevmonia; I 
don’t think I can help you. Get 


meeting. He was 


sir.” 


them here 


quick.” 
The young man turned his face to the 
wall and said, “I have missed it, I have 


missed it, I have missed it!” The doctor 
asked him, “What do you mean?” The 
young man said: “I had nothing to bring 
me to New York, I merely came to New 
York to get away from that meeting in New 
Jersey, and judgment has followed me.” 

His wife and his mother were hurried to 
his bedside, and as they entered the room he 
said: “I have missed it, I have missed it, 
I have it!” They begged, they 
pleaded, they entreated, they implored, they 
prayed for him, but after every entreaty he 
would respond, “I have missed it, I have 


missed 


missed it, I have missed it!” The lamp of 
life flickered, and as it went out his last 
words were, “I have missed it, I have—” 
and he gasped and was gone. 

Oh, friends, it is not necessary to commit 
some great sin to be lost! Just neglect ac- 
cepting Jesus Christ, just put off this great 
salvation one minue too long and you are 
lost, lost, lost throughout all eternity. All 
hope is gone. You reject Jesus once too 
often, waiting for a more convenient time, 
but that time never comes. 


THE REJECTION OF JESUS CHRIST IS THE SIN 
OF SINS 


My reason for believing that the rejection 
of Jesus Christ is the sin of sins is because 
it is the rejection of the Savior. In Isaiah 
52:14, we read as follows: “Many were 
astonished at thee: his 
red more than any man and his form mor« 
than the sons of men.” *This had reference 
to Christ. The prophet sees Him with pro- 
phetic vision, and understands how His face 
was the expression of His heart. The lit- 
eral reading of this verse, which refers to 
Him, may be as follows: “So marred from 
the form of man that His appearance was 
not that of a man.” Just think of it! He 
became incarnate for us, and was the Babe 
in the manger. He suffered in Gethsemane 
for us, and shed drops of blood. He 
crowned with thorns, buffeted, spit upon, 
nailed to the cross, and was jeered and 
mocked until He died. And it was all for 


> 


us. How can you reject Him? 


visage was so mar- 


was 


The unpardonable sin is the greatest sin 
in the world. John says there is a sin unio 
death. I do not say that he shall pray for 
it. When man has been warned of the great 
beyond, been convinced that Jesus Christ 
died that he might live, and been urged to 
accept Christ, and he will still say, “No,” 
when the Spirit is asking him to come, when 
friends are asking him to: come, when fath- 
ers and mothers are asking him to come, 
and when Jesus Christ is asking him to 
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come; when God, the Father, 
“If you go down to hell, you go there 
through the bleeding heart of my Son,” and 
then men closes his heart against God, and 
His Son, Jesus Christ, and won’t accept 
Him, he crosses the dead-line, and he begins 
to realize all hope is gone. The Spirit has 
been grieved and has taken its flight. The 
unpardonable sin, no doubt, has been com- 
mitted, and prayer will be in vain. Your 
conscience seared over with a hot iron, you 
have no desire ever to know Christ. And, 
dear sinner friend, if you have in your mind 
to become a Christian, if you have in your 
mind that some day you will become a 
Christian, if you have the slightest concern 
about your soul, if you have in your mind 
some day to change your life, now is the 
time to accept Christ, while you have that 
desire. You may never have that desire 
again. As long as you are indifferent, and 
care not for God’s pleadings, and His love, 
you are in danger of committing the un- 
pardonable sin, so you had better accept 
Jesus to-night as your Savior, as the One 
that- suffered and died that you might live, 
the One that became poor, that you might 
be made rich through His poverty, the One 
that blocked the road to hell, the One that 
so loved you that He was willing to die for 
you. Say, sinner, what are you doing for 
Him? You are rejecting Him, you are 
trampling His mercy under your feet, going 
on down to hell, accepting the road of dis- 
grace and depravity, going down without 
God, and without hope, for there is a sin 
unto death. 


is saying, 


MR. GEITER IN “CHRISTIAN 
PERFECTION” 


I do not enjoy controversy, and I do not 


think the Bible needs defending. But your 
correspondent from Brushton, N. Y., I can- 
not tell from the way his name is given 
whether he is a minister or a layman, evi- 
dently misunderstands me. He shows con- 
siderable knowledge of the Bible, but in- 
dulges in a slur on those who, in addition to 
basing their teachings on the Bible, also 
quote other writings. 

Mr. Geiter’s difficulty is in not comparing 
Scripture with Scripture. Another of his 
difficulties is in confounding perfection in 
fact with perfection in purpose. Perfection 
in fact is absolute flawlessness. It is to be 
as free from sin or imperfection as Jesus 
was, and we know that He was without a 
moral stain, else He could not have offered 
up a sinless and otherwise all-sufficient sac- 
rifice for our sins. Now there is such a 
thing as acknowledging our imperfection in 
fact and yet being perfect in purpose, de- 
voting our hearts and all we have, and are, 
to God. “Asa’s heart was perfect with the 
Lord all his days” (1 Kings 15: 14), but no 
one will deny that many of Asa’s thoughts 
and acts lacked the absolute perfection of 
our great ideal, Jesus Christ. 


Again the seventh chapter of Romans 
ought to be convincing to any one that St. 
Paul, although as perfect in purpose as any 
Christian could be, acknowledged his im- 
perfection in fact, or he would never have 
written that chapter. 
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It is the best plan, my brother, is it not, 
to get our theological conceptions out of the 
Bible and square these conceptions with its 
teachings, always comparing Scripture with 
Scripture, and not trying to square Bible 
truth with our predetermined conceptions. 
You and I are both earnestly trying to know 
the truth of the Book, which we both love. 
If I am wrong in my understanding of the 
Book’s teaching on this subject under dis- 
cussion, I will be glad to be set right, but 
I do not now think I am. 

Now, Mr. Editor, if you will kindly give 
space to this reply to Mr. Geiter, you will 
serve the cause of truth. 

Fraternally yours, 
JOHN Y. EWART. 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 


GREAT BOOKS 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Dr. D. A. -Long, in an article in THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY on Philosophy, 
a few years ago, said: “I wish we had 
time to read together Tyndall’s paper, in 
which he represents Lucretius and Bishop 
Butler in an ‘argument of mysteries.’ ” The 
article was in the form of an open letter 
to Dr. Carlyle Summerbell, and if these two 
scholarly and spiritual men ever do read to- 
gether Tyndall’s great Belfast address, the 
result of that reading would be interesting 
and instructive to students of philosophy. 
Few works are more thought-stimulating 
than that address, and if read in connection 
with books by Christian writers on the same 
subject, the minister especially will find it 
exceedingly helpful. 

One great book is worth more than a 
library of common-place ones. A friend of 
mine, a2 newspaper man, once told me that 
the reading of one of the great works of 
literature marked an epoch in his life. Be- 
fore he read it he was lamentably ignorant; 
its pages opened to him the whole field of 
thought and started him upon a course of 
reading and thinking upon the subjecis that 
mean most. 

Cobbet, when eleven years old, read one 
of Swift’s books, and to this he attributed 
his intellectual birth. Franklin thought 
that his career was largely due to reading 
essays of Cotton Mather in boyhood. To 
the study of Homer, Gladstone attributed 
much of the intellectual power that was the 
cause of his remarkable success. 

“If the richest of both Indies,” said Fen- 
elon, who read great books, “if the crowns 
of all the kingdoms of Europe, were laid 
at my feet in exchange for my love of read- 
ing, I would spurn them all.” Mathews 
says in “Hours With Men and Books:” “The 
greatest genius is he who consumes the 
most knowledge and converts it into mind. 
What, indeed, is college education but the 
reading of certain books which the common 
sense of all scholars agrees will represent 
the science already accumulated?” 

And because, the Bible is the greatest of 
all books and means so much in our de- 
velopment spiritually, morally, and intellec- 
tually, we should all realize the importance 
of teaching the young to memorize Scrip- 
tural texts and to read daily from the sa- 
cred pages. More than any other book does 
it repay diligent study. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





More than seven million names with 
serial numbers were on file awaiting the 
draft lottery, which took place July 20. 


——King George announced the new 
name of the royal house and family to be 
“The House of Windsor.” King George is 
of the house of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. Ii 
was recently decided to drop titles or names 
of German origin, thus the change in the 
name. 





“Private” Hazel Carter cropped her 
hair, donned a regular uniform, and crossed 
the Atlantic on a transport with her sol- 
dier husband. But red tape of the army 
wound itself about her and she had to come 
back home while the corporal bridegroom 
prepares to fight the Germans. Mrs. Car- 
ter is an Arizona girl. 


Stacy J. Edson was the man who in 
1857 invented the green ink that Uncle Sam 
uses on his bank bills. The ink, which was 
patented, is anti-photographic—that is, it 
cannot be photographed, nor can counter- 
feiters in trying to get a facsimile of the 
notes move it with alkalies. The secret of 
the ingredients of the ink, of course, is care- 
fully preserved.-—Youth’s Companion. 








Former Emperor Nicholas has ap- 
pealed to the provisional government to al- 
low him and the members of his family to 
acquire stock in the “loan of freedom.” He 
announces that the amount of their invest- 
ment in the loans depends upon whether the 
Russian state intends to support his family. 
He adds that of his own property he pos- 
now only nine hundred thousand 
rubles, his wife one million rubles, and his 
children about six million rubles. 


sesses 





Italy is determined that her archi- 
tecture and art shall not be mutilated and 
destroyed as have those of France. Heavily 
padded quilting and redoubts of sandbags 
have been used to protect her most price- 
less treasures against the ravages of aerial 
bombs. Almost all the art treasures of 
importance in Italy are being safeguarded 
in this way and they present a rather aston- 
ishing appearance to the traveler whose 
Baedeker will help him very little at pres- 
ent. 


——In Bisbee, Ariz., more than 1,100 In- 
dustrial Workers of the World were deport- 
ed. They were making trouble as usual, 
having begun strikes in the copper mines 
there. Officials in some states pronovinced 
the movement one to reduce production of 
supplies necessary to the conduct of the 
war, but while German influence and finan- 
cial support was charged by some of them, 
no direct substantiation of this accusation 
could be had. In other States they are try- 
ing to work destruction. 





What apparently was a plot to smug- 
gle copper to Germany was bared July 14 
when the captain and engineer of a Norwe- 
gian steamer were arraigned in New York. 
The vessel was a tanker, the Conrad Mohr. 
The vessel was overhauled by a U. S. de- 
stroyer off New York and 10,000 feet of 
insulated copper which was not included in 
the manifest was found aboard in the tanks 


of the tanker, which were dragged with 
boathooks. The federal authorities believe 
the copper wire was eventually destined for 
Germany. 


——-To prevent Germany getting infor- 
mation from German marine and war risk 
insurance companies in this country, Presi- 
dent Wilson, on July 14, closed up all such 
companies, ordered their contracts cancelled, 
and ferbade Americans to do business with 
them. The president had learned German 
insurance companies might be supplying the 
Fatherland with valuable shipping news. 


——Dr. Juan Guiteras, director of sani 
tation of Cuba, has been commissioned by 
the Foundation to institute 
war on yellow fever in other countries. The 
names of the countries are not mentioned, 
but it is believed that his field of activities 
will be in the Balkans. Dr. Guiteras visit- 
ed several South last 
year, as a member of international 
Health Board of Founda- 
tion, and aided in suppressing the spread of 
the disease there. 


Rockefeller 


American countries 
the 


the Rockefeller 


——American soldiers sent to France will 
not be paid in gold or American currency, 
the War Department has announced, but 
will be given their choice of French money 
current exchange rates or a check which 
ean be mailed home or cashed as desired. 
For execution of the plan a large credit has 
been established abroad, and the American 
will draw upon it as needed. 
This, it was pointed out, will preclude any 
possibility of the Germans sinking or cap- 
turing money on its way to cash pay war- 


rants. 


government 


——Food rations for the whole of Bel- 
gium have been reduced by more than fifty 
per cent. since the declaration of the Ger- 
submarine blockade of February 1. 
And men are still starving in the unhap- 
py country, according to a report made pub- 
lic by the commission for relief in Belgium. 
For days some people are forced to go with- 
out eating anything. All laboring classes 
are becoming more and more emaciated. The 
report shows that the U-boat has cut down 
Belgian food rations “to less than half what 
is theoretically required to live on.” 


man 


——California now has a seagoing mow- 
ing machine. It is in use off the coast as a 
part of the government experiments to ob- 
tain potash from kelp. The curious craft 
has blades at the bow that cut the kelp from 
three to six feet below the surface of the 
water. A belt brings the severed kelp 
aboard, where other knives cut it up and 
other belts distribute it in the hold. The 
vessel harvests about two hundred tons a 
day, which, when dried, is reduced to twenty 
tons; that, in turn, yields about five tons of 
potash. Potash has risen in price about ten 
times what it formerly was and this man- 
ner of collecting kelp gives a way to use 
what is grown on our shores in this country. 


——Hurried orders. which resulted in 
thousands of comfort kits being rushed to 
Red Cross headquarters at Washington by 
the chapters in New York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore some time ago, were explained by 





officers of the Red Cross War Council, who 
said the kits were requested by the War 
Department for General Pershing’s forces 
in France. In a message of thanks for the 
gifts, General Pershing said: “These things 
cause the soldier to remember that the peo- 
ple at home are behind him. You do not 
know how much that means to any soldier 
who is over here carrying the flag for his 
country. This is the point which should be 
impressed on the minds of those who are 
working for the soldiers.” 


———Dr. Lyman Abbott gives a reason why 
Mrs. Howe’s “Battle Hymn ef the Republic” 
might well be accepted by us to-day as a 
national hymn the fact that it is wholly 
without local color. Other reasons are: 
that it is equally appropriate to all sections 
of the country, that it is pervaded by a re- 
ligious spirit, but is wholly free from sec- 
tarian or theological phraseology. While 
it was written at the time of the Civil War, 
such words as “slavery,” “secession,” “re- 
bellion,”’ “Union,” etc., do not appear in the 
poetry, and for this reason the hymn might 
well be appropriate as a national hymn for 
other countries such as Russia, France, 
England, Belgium, or Italy as for the Uni- 
ted States. The hymn begins, “Mine eyes 
have seen the glory of the coming of the 
Lord.” 


———Eleven neutral steamers, loaded 
with grain and other cargo which could not 
be exported except under license after Pres- 
ident Wilson’s embargo proclamation be- 
comes effective July 16, cleared from an 
Atlantic port for European ports without 
British letters of assurance and will attempt 
to run the allied blockade. Ten of the ves- 
sels are Dutch and the other Scandinavian. 
They have been lying at their docks for 
some time while vain efforts were made to 
secure from British authorities the usual 
letters of assurance which would permit 
their passage through to their destinations. 
Besides grain, the ships carry a great quan- 
tity of meal cake and other cattle feed in- 
cluded under the terms of the embargo 
proclamation. ’ 


—-The Louisiana Sugar Experiment 
Station, after careful research, has pre- 
sented to the Agricultural Department at 
Washington a discovery which, through use 
of a by-product of rice growing, will make 
sugar planters independent of the huge 
sugar refineries, according to claims made 
in its favor. ‘The station has shown that 
leaves of the rice plant, separated from the 
straw, will produce an excellent decolorizing 
carbon for refining sugar syrup to take the 
place of “bone black,” a material which 
has made it more profitable to have the de- 
colorizing process carried out in large re- 
fineries. Five tons of rice leaves or hulls 
will produce one ton of the new decolorizing 
carbon. The material is first charred and 
then boiled with five to ten per cent. of 
caustic soda. The regeneration of the ma- 
terial after it has been used is accomplished 


by a simple reboiling with soda. “Bone 
black” is reburned in a kiln. The muddy- 


colored raw sugar syrup is filtered through 
huge cylinders filled with the compound and 
reappears in crystalline whiteness. 
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Official Departments at Work 





THE EXECUTIVE BOARD IN NORFOLK, 
VIRGINIA 


The Executive Board of The American 
Christian Convention met in Norfolk, Va., 
on Wednesday, July 11, 1917. There were 
present Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D., president of 
the Convention; Rev. M. T. Morrill, D. D., 
secretary for the Department of Foreign 
Missions; Rev. Omer S. Thomas, secretary 
for the Department of Home Missions; Hon. 
O. W. Whitelock, secretary for the Depart- 
ment of Publishing; W. A. Harper, LL. D., 
secretary for the Department of Christian 
Endeavor, and J. F. Burnett, secretary of 
the Convention. The Executive Board not 
only met in Norfolk, but it was met and 
escorted to quarters in the Atlantic Hotel. 
Rev. W. H. Denison, D. D., and the pastors 
of the other Christian ehurches of Norfolk 
and vicinity, had planned to entertain the 
Board during its stay in the city by the sea, 
and they carried out their plans, and that, 
too, in a splendid way. They did the right 
thing; they set a good example; they elim- 
inated the visiting feature and made it pos- 
sible for the Board to do more work, and 
better work, in less time and with less tax 
upon their homes, and the members of the 
Board, than would have resulted from home 
entertainment. Times have changed and 
public servants of the church have but little 
time for visiting, as compared with other 
days in church life, and these good pastors 
and their peoples have set an example well 
worthy of permanence in the practice of the 
church. A strenuous program had been ar- 
ranged for the Sababth day, and that those 
who were to share in it might have a little 
rest, the Board did not meet on Saturday 
afternoon. Doctor Manning and Brother 
Nichols, of the Third church, took the mem- 
bers of the Board to Ocean View and treat- 
ed them to three hours fishing in the Chesa- 
peake Bay, and in this company and fel- 
lowship, Mr. Netum Rathbun, our general 
Publishing Agent, was numbered, very 
much to our pleasure, as well as his. On 
Monday morning before leaving Norfolk, 
automobiles were lined up and the whole 
party taken to the several churches of the 
group. It was planned to hold a brief serv- 
ice in each one of them—seven in all—but 
time did not permit this to be done, though 
in some of them short services were held. 
The Sunday program included members of 
the Sunday-school Board of The American 
Christian Convention, it having met in the 
same city on Saturday, July 14th. 


MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN TEMPLE 


Sunday-school, Hon. 0. W. Whitelock, of 
Huntington, Ind. 

Morning worship, Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
D. D., of Dayton, Ohio. 

Christian Endeavor, Netum Rathbun, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Evening worship, Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D., 
of Albany, N. Y. 


THIRD CHRISTIAN, PARK PLACE 


Sunday-school, Mrs. Fred Bullock, of Suf- 
folk. 

Morning worship, Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D., 
of Albany, N. Y 


REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
: Dayton, Ohie 








LAMBERTS POINT CHRISTIAN 
Sunday-school, Mr. Hermon Eldredge, of 
Erie, Pa. 
Morning worship, Mr. Hermon Eldredge, 
of Erie, Pa. 
Evening worship, Rev. O. S. Thomas, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 
PORTSMOUTH CHRISTIAN 
Sunday-school, Netum Rathbun, of Day- 
ton, Ohio. 
Morning worship, Rev. O. S. Thomas, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Christian Endeavor, Hon. O. W. White- 
lock, of Huntington, Ind. 
Evening worship, President W. A. Har- 
per, of Elon College, N. C. 
FIRST CHURCH, BERKLEY 


Sunday-school, Rev. McD. Howsare, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Morning worship, Rev. McD. Howsare, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 





These Four and More 
A-fishing Went 





. COFFIN 





O. W. WHITELOCK NetuM RATHBUN 


Christian Endeavor, Mrs. Fred Bullock, of 
Suffolk. 

Evening worship, Rev. J. F. Burnett, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 


SOUTH NORFOLK CHRISTIAN 


Sunday-school, Rev. A. B. Kendail, D. D., 
of Ravena, N. Y. 

Morning worship, Rev. A. B. Kendall, 
D. D., of Ravena, N. Y. 

Christian Endeavor, Rev. McD. Howsare, 
of Dayton, Ohio. 

Evening worship, Rev. McD. Howsare, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 

ROSEMONT CHRISTIAN 


Sunday-school, Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein, 
D. D., of Dayton, Ohio. ; 

Morning worship, Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein, 
D. D., of Dayton, Ohio. 

Evening worship, Rev. A. B. Kendall, 
D. D., of Ravena, N. Y 


BEREA CHRISTIAN 


Morning worship, President W. A. Har- 
per, of Elon College, N. C. 


Afternoon worship, 3: 30, Rev. S. Q. Hel- 
fenstein, D. D., of Dayton, Ohio. . 


On Wednesday evening Rev. M. T. Mor- 
rill, D. D., and Rev. Omer S. Thomas spoke 
at the Memorial Temple church, and Judge 
Whitelock, W. A. Harper, Mr. Rathbun, and 
the writer, attended service at the Third 
church. I have not the ability to describe 
the generosity of the people nor the delight- 
ful fellowship of the occasion. Next week 
I shall report the proceedings of the Board. 


On a C. and QO. train that went rushing 
along, 

Sat four old men quite happy and strong; 

They were Morrill, and Thomas, and Rath- 
bun, and me; 

Four as handsome old men as one ever shall 


see. 

Now for scholarship rare, and expression 
complete, 

We put Morrill in front and sit at his feet; 

As for eloquent utterance, and impressive 
conclusions, 

And for eating square meals which admit no 
delusions, 

We need not mistake nor make a wild guess, 

For that very fellow is our own Omer S. 

Then for business and baggage which keeps 
all on the run, 

The whole bunch gives the road to our Ne- 
tum Rathbun. 

And now, the preacher you’ve heard and the 
scholar you’ve seen, 

And our manager, too, who’s not overly 
fat, nor yet very lean; 

But there’s one yet to mention of that fine 
company, 

and that’s me. 
Now three of these men and several more, 


? 

Who in all that life means are men through 
and through, 

Went out on the bay that was as fine as 
you’d wish, 

To soil up their clothes and to pull out some 
fish (?) 

One man above mentioned is known as the 
Judge, 

Who from convictions of duty refuses to 


judge; 

But for fishing and catching, a success he 
is not, 

For though he tried awfully hard, he caught 
but one “spot.” * 

Two more of the three used their lines and 
their hooks, 

While disappointment was clearly seen on 
their looks, 

For though they worked very hard and said 
never a word 

Their distinctively big catch was a small 
“humming bird.” * 

One other one, too, well worthy of mention 

Is the man who presides over the Four Year 
Convention. 

He fished and he fished, but sad to relate, 

He only pulled up the small sum of eight. 

Now one of the crowd is a man of great 
learning, 

Who keeps the fires of good thought con- 
stantly burning, 

He, too, worked with a will, jerked early and 


late 

And at last he succeeded in landing a 
“skate.” * 

But there was one of that number who went 
out to sea, . 


Pulled out of the water about twenty-three 
and that was me. 


JEDEKIAH. 





* Spot, Skate, and Humming Bird are names of 
fish, the last two being worthless for food. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walten C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elen College, N. C. 


Lesson for August 5, 1917 
MANASSEH’S SIN AND REPENTANCE 
2 Chron. 33: 9-16 





Time—About B. C. 697. 

Places—Jerusalem, Babylon. 

Golden Text—Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto the Lord; and he 
will have mercy upon him; and unto our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.—Isa. 
55: 7. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, July 30—Manasseh’s Sin. 2 
Chron. 33: 1-9. 

Yuesday, July 21—Manasseh’s Repent- 
ance. 2 Chron. 33: 10-20. 

Wednesday, August 1—Penitence to be 
Rewarded. Ezek. 18: 21-32. 

Thursday, August 2—Peace of Forgive- 
ness. Psalm 32. 

Friday, August 3—Sham 
Hosea 6: 1-10. 

Saturday, August 4—Penitence and Par- 
don. Hosea 14: 1-8. 

Sunday, August 5—Cry for 
Psalm 51. 


Repentance. 


Pardon. 





Introduction 


Hezekiah had been wonderfully healed of 
a mortal illness and God set His seal upon 
him that his life and conduct had been well- 
pleasing in His sight. Manasseh had been 
born after this miraculous healing had tak- 
en place, and it is strange that such a father 
could be succeeded by such a wicked son. 
There are two great factors that determine 
the life of people, heredity and environment. 
The influences of heredity are pretty well 
fixed by nature with slight variations pos- 
sible, but environment is a very changeable 
quantity. This boy who began to reign at 
twelve years old was greatly influenced by 
his surroundings and made one of the most 
wicked kings that ever held the scepter over 
Judah. For fifty-five years his wicked reign 
continued and prepared the way for the 
overthrow of the nation through wickedness, 
but redeeming mercy and the outcropping 
of the early training of Manasseh, followed 
by the blessings of God, caused him to re- 
turn unto God as an example for individ- 
uals and nations alike to learn a great les- 
son. The Golden Text embodies the great 
truth taught. 


Comments 
I. THE WICKEDNESS OF MANASSEH. (V. 9) 


The wicked leadership of Manasseh led 
the people into wickedness so that they did 
more wickedly than the nations whom Je- 
hovah destroyed for their wickedness before 
the powers of Israel. He set up idolatrous 
worship and led the people to practice all 
kinds of sinful practices, introducing the 
sins of the heathen nations among the peo- 
ple of God. He was easily influenced in his 
youth by these heathen nations to follow 
their suggestions and example. By his con- 
duct he hoped to gain the good will of the 
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world and use these nations for the benefit 
of Judah, but as is always the case when 
the Church consorts with the world the off- 
spring follows the reversion of type to the 
lower and sinful practices of the world. 
Instead of making the world better, it 
makes the Church worse. 


II. THE RESULT OF WICKEDNESS. (Vs. 
10, 11) 


God made the message plain. He had 
warned Ahab through the prophet Elijah, 
so now He warns Manasseh through a 
prophet. But they gave no heed—God al- 
ways sends a warning before destruction, 
but they that heed not His voice shal! sud- 
denly be destroyed and that without rem- 
edy. Jehovah brought upon them—God has 
inevitable laws fixed, and when men do not 
obey Him they must suffer the penalty. His 
laws in nature are no more certain of their 
execution than those of grace. Took Man- 
asseh in chains—He was reaping the fruit 
of his own conduct. God had conquered 
Sennacherib and turned him back the way 
he had come. The prayer of Hezekiah had 
been answered concerning him and with fet- 
ters of bronze upon his feet and hands Man- 
asseh could get little hearing before the 
heathen gods whom he had set up and wor- 
shiped and induced his people to worship. 
He was carried away in fetters to Babylon 
and suffered the fate of the Assyrian vassal 
at the court. God chastised him and made 
him realize the folly of his conduct. His 
defect seemed to be lack of the moralizing 
power of the imagination. He could not 
see himself before the conduct as he could 
after he failed to obey the will of God. If 
people would only stop and consider, God 
chastised him and from this chastisement 
his life was changed. 


III. RESTORATION THROUGH REPENTANCE. 
(Vs. 12, 18) 

What God wants is a pure and contrite 
heart—the right attitude toward Himself. 
He does not demand repentance for repent- 
ance’ sake, but in order to return unto God 
it is first necessary to possess-the spirit of 


God, and this can come to him who has: 


done wrong only by repentance. Repentance 
comes through reflection, consideration, and 
meditation upon the past in the light of 
ideal conduct. If people could only be in- 
duced to think and conceive their sins 
aright and contrast themselves in sin with 
the true self in righteousness.. Sin is so 
hideous and righteousness so attractive that 
repentance and reformation would almost 
certainly follow. He was ready to make 
reparation for his sin and ask divine help 
to guide him in his conduct. And he prayed 
unto him—He was now convinced that Je- 
hovah was the true God and. from Him 
alone could come true deliverance. God was 
entreated of him, heard his prayer, and was 
ready, as He always is, to pardon any and 
all who come unto him in true repentance 
by faith. God heard his supplications. 
When sin and condemnations drive us to 
God as our only help, he is always ready to 
hear our cry for mercy and abundantly 
pardon. The proof of the true forgiveness 
which God bestowed upon Manasseh was the 
restoration of his kingdom. No good thing 
will he hold from them that walk uprightly. 
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IV. EvmENCE OF TRUE REPENTANCE. 
(Vs. 14-20) 


The best evidence of true repentance is 
restitution, and Manasseh returned to his 
home and began the work of reformation; 
the idols were removed from the temple, Je- 
hovah’s altar was repaired, and the true 
worship was restored. He had returned to 
God in the true way of salvation. He could 
not undo many sins which he had commit- 
ted, the lives he had wrecked and the ruin 
he had wrought were beyond human resti- 
tution. This is the tragic element in human 
conduct. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


Ww. A. Harper, LL. D. ~ - 
Elen College, N. C. 








Secretary 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR IN OTHER 
LANDS 


In spite of war conditions, including a 
fifty-per-cent. increase in railroad rates, the 
last Christian Endeavor convention in 
Wales was very successful. Wales has 323 
societies, and last year Welsh Endeavorers 
paid gospel visits to 700 ships. 

The Montreal union has held an interest- 
ing exhibition of missionary curios. 

The Japan union has grown during the 
past year from 110 to 212 societies, the 
Methodists leading with 73. Its twenty- 
fifth convention, held in Tokyo, was a 
triumph. 

Some Endeavorers in India marched from 
their church to an old fort, where they held 
an inspiring meeting in the open air. The 
Endeavorers of one school of small girls 
held a gospel meeting for the workmen en- 
gaged in building a new dormitory. 

The Christian Endeavor Home for Sea- 
men, at Nagasaki, Japan, is now twenty- 
one years old. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR AND THE WAR 


South Africa will hold no national Chris- 
tian Endeavor convention this year on ac- 
count of the war, but only provincial con- 
ventions. 

War-time prohibition is actively urged by 
the Endeavorers of many States. 

Christian Endeavor in Great Britain is 
flourishing, in spite of the great drain upon 
the membership made by the war. 

_The Christian. Endeavor Army of Pro- 
duction and Food Economy has received 
warm indorsement from many leading citi- 
zens, including a number of State governors. 

Hardly a Christian Endeavor society in 
the United States but has already lost some 
of its young men to the regular army and 
navy, the ambulance, and other special 
forces, or the training-camps. 

A Methodist Christian Endeavor society 
in Australia has a cheer-up club for the 
purpose of cheering and helping the soldier 
boys at the front. 


THE NEW YORK CONVENTION 
The next World’s Christian Endeavor 
Convention will surely be held in New York 
City on the conclusion of the war, and will 
be the best of all Christian Endeavor’s great 
gatherings. The registration-fee has been 
fixed at two dollars; but the delegates who 
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have registered in advance at one dollar 
will not pay more, if they allow their regis- 
trations to stand, and they will be enrolled 
in “The Loyal Legion of 1917,” with special 
privileges during the Convention. Besides, 
registrations will be received at one dollar 
up to November 1, 1917, the Endeavorers 
thus registering to be a part of the Loyal 
Legion; after November 1 the rate will be 
two dollars. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR PERSONALS 


In. memory of a departed Endeavorer, 
Lillian Antoinette Snow, the society at Out- 
look, Wash., has raised the money to edu- 
cate a Hindoo preacher and erect a memor- 
ial chapel for him. 


Dr. John Pollock, president of the Euro- 
pean Christian Endeavor union, has lost in 
the war his son, Paul, an earnest Endeav- 
orer. 


The late Dr. M. B. Bloys, of Texas, who 
did so much work among cowboys, was a 
zealous Christian Endeavorer. 


Seuthern Presbyterian Endeavorers are 
supporting a missionary to Africa, Dr. 
Stixrud, and his wife, a trained nurse and 
formerly a St. Louis Endeavorer. 

Christian Endeavor’s Presbyterian trus- 
tee, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, was moderator 
of the General Assembly, and its Baptist 
trustee, Hon. George W. Coleman, was pres- 
ident of the Northern Baptist Convention. 
The latter is also a member of the Massa- 
chusetts Constitutional Convention. 

Disciple Endeavorers of Oklahoma have 
bought an automobile for the use of Miss 
Adeline Goddard, their Staté Christian En- 
deavor Superintendent. 


‘ Topic for August 5, 1917 


HOW MEN CHEAT THEMSELVES 
Prov. 14:12; Ps. 1: 1-16 
(Consecration Meeting) 





The Scripture :— 


There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death. 


Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his de 
light is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither ; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The 
ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congrega- 
tion of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the 
way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly 
shall perish. 


The Leader :—(Let him be a man who has 
cheated himself and let him tell his life- 
story and his conversion. If this is not 
possible, the leader may use the following 
as a basis of his remarks.) A man who 
sins cheats himself. He may think he is 
spiting his friends, disgracing his loved 
ones, and putting one over on God, but the 
real sufferer is himself. He is the victim. 
The sinner is like a man banging his head 
against a stone wall. “Why do you do it?” 
asked a passer-by. “Because it feels so 
good when I stop,” was the response. Poor 
fool! And yet that is the way of the man 
who sins. What are some of the things that 
cheat us out of real happiness? 


Topics for Brief Essays and Addresses :— 
“The Cheat of Wild Oats;” Wealth as a 
Robber of Manhood; The Futility of Moral- 
ity in Saving Men; Present Pleasure vs. 
Future Good; Over-confidence and Charac- 
ter Decay; False Standards of Life’s Pur- 
pose. 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—Why do men sin? How can they 
quit it? When a boy plays at the expense 
of study, who is cheated? When he studies 
at the expense of play, who is injured? 
Why do so many die young? Do our 
thoughts cheat us? Do the praises of our 
fellow men cheat us? Is it right to with- 
hold praise? When does praise become flat- 
tery? How can we avoid self-deception? 
When I have deceived myself, what was 
the occasion? ; 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Merrill - - io 
Dayten, Ohio 





Secretary 





The Eastern Virginia Young People are 
nearing their goal, which is providing for 
the support of a pastor in Porto Rico. This 
will enable us to put an extra man in the 
field there. 


Rev. E. K. McCord and family reached 
Stanfordville, N. Y., on July 17, and will 
there spend part of their furlough. They 
also spent a few days with Mr. McCord’s 
brother in Los Angeles, California. 





At its annual session the Mission Board 
thought it wise to use the Rope Holder 
Pledges again this year, for the benefit of 
our foreign work. It now seems sure that 
we will not have the needful funds, and we 
are hoping for a generous response from 
people who can contribute through the Rope 
Holder Pledges. 


The receipts for the general foreign fund 
for the nine months for the current mission- 
ary year, October 1 to June 30, amounted 
to $16,934.98, a figure still considerably be- 
low our budget and actual need. In the 
next three months we are sure that friends 
of our missionary work will rally to the 
cause. Remember that last October we still 
had a deficit of $7,631.05, and a large lump 
of that sum should be wiped out. Indeed, 
we could easily dispose of the whole amount. 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE WAR TO 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


A Message to Mission Boards 


The church at home and abroad is con- 
fronted by a challenge and an opportunity 
never exceeded. Some are counseling hes- 
itation and even the curtailment of effort 
and offerings, upon the plea that the state 
should now command all the resources of 
men and of money. 

Representing the mission organizations 
and forces of North America, the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel, through its offi- 
cers, hereby appeals to the Christian mis- 
sionary organizations and constituencies of 
America as well as to every individual dis- 
ciple of Jesus Christ. 

We recognize that the spirit of patriot- 
ism, calling for supreme sacrifice in the in- 
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terest of righteousness and of country, must 
not be discouraged and that the cry of dis- 
tressed humanity cannot be ignored. While 
some Missionary Boards are not contem- 
plating special and untried undertakings or 
planning the erection of buildings not im- 
mediately necessary, we cannot escape from 
the conviction that this period of war, with 
all its exacting demands, may be the su- 
preme hour for undertaking new and daring 
enterprises for Christ and the Church. 

We would call attention anew to the sig- 
nificant fact that the large missionary en- 
terprises had their origin in times of the 
greatest national and international upheav- 
als. The missionary societies of Great 
Britain were launched while Europe was 
rent asunder by the Napoleonic Wars and 
the first missionaries send abroad from the 
United States began their work during the 


' War of 1812. At the time of the American 


Civil War new foreign missionary organiza- 
tions sprang into being and the old Boards 
experienced signal expansion. In the his- 
tory of the Church, widespread disorder and 
physical suffering and need have incited to 
greater devotion and sacrifice. 

We are also face to face with the start- 
ling fact that the work of more than 2,000 
Teuton missionaries has become disrupted 
and is in danger of dissolution whereby 
some 700,000 followers of Christ in pagan 
lands may be left as sheep without a shep- 
herd. This throws an immediate and enor- 
mous responsibility upon the Christians of 
England and North America to conserve the 
devotion and sacrifice which German mis- 
sionaries have given to building up: Chris- 
tian communities and institutions. England 
is heroically assuming a large share of the 
burden; we of America must not hold back. 


The Asiatic and African races are un- 
dergoing sweeping transformations in their 
thinking, their relations to the nations of 
the West, and in their religious conceptions. 
They have been fighting the white man’s 
war shoulder to shoulder with Europeans 
and upon a plane of equality. Dependent 
peoples who are now sharing in this con- 
flict, cannot return to former positions of 
contented subjection. 


China and Japan have held the balance 
of power in Eastern Asia constituting a 
new and significant relation to the Western 
nations. Already the Far East is seething 
with a new national and international life 
for which she is seeking a substantial re- 
ligious foundation. 

These conditions demand, while the situa- 
tion is plastic, the concentration of the uni- 
fying forces of Christendom. To-day the 
great majority of these people are more ac- 
cessible, and even more eager for Christian 
instruction, than they have ever been before 
in all the history of modern missions. These 
conditions cannot be expected indefinitely 
to continue. 


The foreign missionaries, with their pres- 
tige, their institutions already established, 
and with their message of comfort, hope, 
and regeneration, hold a position unique in 
history and pregnant with assurances of 
universal international good order and 
brotherhood and permanent peace for the 
world. Foreign missionaries can now ren- 
der a genuine patriotic and national serv- 
ice, both to the country from which they 
come and the country in which they serve. 
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Thoughtful people have come to realize, 
what men eminent in statecraft are begin- 
ning to affirm, that foreign missions have 
been an effective force for breaking down 
barriers between East and West. It is 
clear that foreign missionaries are true sol- 
diers of the better order which is to bind 
the world together after the war. They 
are quite as important to America as her 
army or her navy. By serving the world 
most effectively they also greatly serve the 
state. 

We therefore call upon all who love their 
country, who long and pray for universal 
brotherhood and for abiding peace among 
nations, who hope to see the principles 
taught by Jesus Christ become the princi- 
ples underlying all human society and rul- 
ing the national life of the world, to regard 
no effort too exhausting and no sacrifice too 
great for the fullest vitalization of all mis- 
sionary agencies and for the completest pos- 
sible mobilization of the forces of the Chris- 
tian church for the redemption of the world. 

To this end we implore sincere prayer 
and united intercession coupled with un- 
stinted sacrificial giving. 

On behalf of the Committee of Reference 
and Council. 

JAMES L. BARTON, 
Chairman. 
WILLIAM I. CHAMBERLIN, 
Vice Chairman. 
GEO. HEBER JONES, 
Secretary. 
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Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
(Please send items for this department to either 
‘enstein, 


Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helf 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





Don’t fail to read the “Challenge to Chris- 
tian Women” in this column. 





Mrs. Alice V. Morrill attended the Vir- 
ginia Beach Chautauqua last week. 





Every one should see the new pictures of 
Franklinton Christian College, N. C. They 
come in sets at ten cents each. Order of 
Mrs. Emma S. Powers, 33 Gordon Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio. 


A CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIAN WOMEN 





A Message From the Executive Committee 
of the Federation of Woman’s Boards 
of Foreign Missions of North 
America 


In these crucial days which are testing 
the character of all men and women, when 
the political and moral life of our nation is 
imperiled, we must face the fact that our 
missionary enterprises stand also in grave 
danger. With the appeals from the Red 
Cross and other relief organizations, to 
which our hearts eagerly respond, many a 
woman feels that the missionary cause must 
give way for a while to these other emer- 
gencies. But the result of such turning 
away of regular gifts upon which the 
Boards have depended would result in a 
crippling of established work and a loss of 
ground which would be nearly or quite irre- 
vocable. It is time to send out a word of 
warning. 

The new need must not be met at the ex- 
pense of the old. 
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The history of missions shows that times 
of great national crises were also times of 
great missionary activities. To cite only a 
few out of many: 

The American Board sent out its first 
missionaries during the War of 1812. The 
Woman’s Missionary Union was born in 
1861 midst the throes of the outbreak of the 
Civil War, and in the decade following near- 
ly all the leading Woman’s Boards were or- 
ganized. During these last three years 
England has maintained all its missions and 
a Canadian Board had the largest receipts 
last year in all its history. 

Women, the challenge comes to us. We 
must hold fast to the work to which God has 
appointed us. The great lesson of the war is 
that true Christianity has been lacking. To 
give Christianity to all the world is the su- 
preme task of the church, and have not we 
women dedicated ourselves to this task? 

In the special meeting of the Federal 
Council held in Washington in May, Dr. 
John R. Mott and Dr. Robert E. Speer ut- 
tered stirring words calling to a larger 
work of evangelism than ever before. Never 
were there sueh challenging opportunities 
as to-day. Africa and Asia stand at the 
crossroads. To-day we can lead them to 
Christ if we are faithful, but it may mean 
at such cost as we never have dreamed. 

The challenge is calling us to a greater 
unselfishness—yea, to sacrifice, and it is 
leading us out to a larger service than we 
have ever been capable of in the past. 

How will you meet it? How will I? 

Mrs. J. H. Moore, 
Pres. of the W. B. F. M. of N. A. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B.A. - - 
Providence, R. L 








Secretary 





STATISTICS THAT ARE 
ILLUMINATING 


The Bulletin of the Board of Education of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, re- 
cently published an article, containing in- 
formation that is of illuminating value, re- 
garding the ministry. They were collected 
by Rev. J. L. Cunninggim, some two or 
three years ago, from replies furnished to 
questionnaires sent out to about 3,517 min- 
isters in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. About fifty per cent. of the minis- 
ters appealed to responded. Judging from 
like experiences the presumption is that the 
fifty per cent. who did not reply would very 
materially affect the results adversely, as 
trained men usually make reply to such re- 
quests knowing the tabulation will be valu- 
able in facing intelligently our present need. 
The untrained man is more inclined to 
either lay it aside or destroy it as of no 
value. While the conditions disclosed per- 
tain to one section of the country alone, in 
the main, they probably represent more or 
less accurately universal national condi- 
tions, excepting that the ratio of trained 
men would probably be larger in the North 
and East, some of the churches, to-day, 
practically insisting on higher education as 
a@ pre-requisite to ordination. Particularly 
is the very small percentage of those having 
theological education noticeable. 

Attention might be called to the fact that 
two-thirds of those replying come from 
rural sections, while only eleven per cent. 


SOME 
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come from the families of ministers. One 
cannot but wonder why the ministers’ fam- 
ilies should not furnish a larger proportion. 
They are not noted for being numerically 
small, 

Another item that occasions comment is 
that only fifty-eight per cent. have daily 
worship in the home. If the leaders of the 
Church do not seek to develop the spiritual 
life by daily culture can one wonder the 
Church ofttimes betrays such weakness? 

Note the reasons assigned for failure to 
secure educational training. It is said any 
young man, who really desires to do so can. 
secure an education, to-day. That is prob- 
ably true. The very fact that a man suc- 
ceeds, against great odds, in acquiring a 
higher education marks him as one likely 
to succeed in the ministry. A minister of 
Christ must be one who is ready to face im- 
possible tasks. But why should the church 
not undertake to help worthy young men 
secure an education? The Christian Church 
has no fund for the purpose. A majority 
of the Educational Board has not favored 
diverting a portion of the funds dispensed’ 
by the Board to such a purpose, thougfi the 
secretary has favored such action. We have 
been and are strongly of the opinion that 
many a young man who has turned from the 
ministry because of the educational require- 
ments of to-day would think of it more fav— 
orably if he knew assistance was available 
in the way of college training. 


STATISTICS GATHERED FROM PREACHERS OF’ 
THE M. E. CHURCH, SOUTH 


1. Transfers: 

Men transferred, 24%. 
Not transferred, 76%. 
Average times, 1.66%.. 

2. Fathers’ occupation: 
Farmer, 66.7%. 
Preacher, 11.8%. 
Teacher, 1.4%. 
Merchant, 4.3%. 
Various, 15.2%. 

8. Parents Christian: 
One, 9.9%. 

Both, 87.6%. 
Neither, 2.1%. 

4. Daily worship: 

Once a day, 38%. 
Twice a day, 20%. 
Irregular, 28%. 
None, 14%. 

5. Born: 

Country, 73%. 
Village, 8.5%. 
Town, 138%. 
City, 5.5%. 

6. Average age joined Church, 15 years.. 

7. Conversion: 

Sudden, 58%. 
Gradual, 42%. 

8. Called to preach: 
Average age, 17 yéars. 
Child, 16%. 

Before conversion, 33%. 
After conversion, 67%. 
9. Work done before call: 
Church work, 48%. 
None, 57%. 
Where when called: 
In school, 27%. 
In college, 9%. 
Neither, 65%. 
Human agency in call: 
Parents, 24%. 
Pastor, 11%. 
Sermon, 5%. 
Revival, 9%. 
Sunday-school, 9%. 
Books, 3%. 
Various, 16%. 
None, 29%. 
Time in deciding call: 
Immediately, 14%. 


10. 


11. 


12. 
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Average 5 months, 12.29%. 
Average 7 years, 73.71%. 

13. Average age when joined conference by 
decades: 

1860 to 1869, 22 years. 
1870 to 1879, 23 years. 
1880 to 1889, 26 years. 

1890 to 1899, 26 years. 
1900 to 1909, 28 years. 
1910 to 1913, 29 years. 

14.. Obstacles in way of decision to preach: 

Education, 34.3%. 

Finance, 7.1%. 

Bad advice, 1%. 

Family cares, 1.5%. 

Desire for other work, 16.8%. 
None, 8.7%. 

Various, 30.1%. 

15. Obstacles in way of further prepara- 
tion: 

Finance, 67.2%. 
Age, 4.4% 
Family cares, 6%. 
Bad advi ice, 3.2%. 
Various, 9.7%. 
None, 9.3%. 

16. Further preparation since joining con- 
ference (many did not answer freely 
this question) : 

Correspondence, 14.9%. 
Lectures and institutes, 10.8%. 
Books, 13.1%. 

School, 8.6%. 

Pastor, 51%. 

Various, 8%. 


GENERAL EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS 


17. Number receiving elementary education 
only, 11.25%. 
—- school, 

43% 
Secondary school, graduates, 
College training, none, 44.03% 
College training, partial course, 29.- 


partial course, 46.- 


21.97%. 


College training, graduates, 26.22%. 
Theological training, none, 84:14%. 
Theological training, partial course, 


10.31%. 
Theological training, graduates, 5.- 
55%. 
EDUCATION BY DECADES 
18., College: 
Decade. None. Partial. Graduate. 
1860-69 60.47% 34.88% 4.65% 
1870-79 45.45% 41.50% 15.05% 
1880-89 42.63% 37.21% 20.16% 
1890-99 28.99% 42.41% 28.60% 
1900-09 48.67% 33.83% 22.50% 
1910-13 45.54% 33.96% 22.50% 
19. Secondary: 
1860-69 41.37% 48.60% 10.03% 
1870-79 38.97% 49.92% 11.11% 
1880-89 43.88% 45.04% 11.58% 
1890-99 34.28% 48.36% 21.36: 0 
1900-09 22.65% 57.21% 20.14% 
1910-13 35.74% 50. 52% 13.74% 
20. Theological: 
1860-69 100% 0% 0% 
1870-79 86.53% 11.02% 2.45% 
1880-89 81.63% 10.80% 3.67% 
1890-99 83.34% 9.91% 6.75% 
1900-09 81.68% 11.42% 6.95% 
1910-13 85.70% 9.30% 4.92% 


GIFTS FOR UNION CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 

A generous gift from Brother and Sister 
E. P. James, Mansfield, lllinois, has made 
possible a rearrangement of the administra- 
tive offices, and the redecoration of the col- 
lege auditorium. The new arrangement of 
the offices will make possible an easier ad- 
ministration of the college business, and the 
new office and reception room furniture will 
add greatly to the appearance of our gen- 
eral equipment. The reception room is semi- 
public, and will join the president’s office. 

The college auditorium is to be redecorat- 
ed throughout and will be refurnished in 
part. 
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Mr. and Mrs. James have always been 
loyal friends of the college, and this recent 
gift is a manifestation of their continued 
interest. ; 

The will of the late Jane M. Stoddard, 
Linden, Indiana, provided a fund for Union 
Christian College, the income from which 
is to be used in educating and preparing 
worthy young men for the Christian minis- 
try. The fund is to be administered by the 
president and faculty, and the young men 
and women in the college preparing for 
the ministry or definite Christian work will 
receive the benefit of this gift. 

It is very gratifying to report these gifts, 
and also to-report that the canvass for the 
Alumni Building is beginning to take a 
definite form. We hope soon to announce 
the substantial interest the members of the 
Association are taking in the movement for 
a combined men’s ee and gymnas- 
ium. . B. HERSHEY. 


DEFIANCE AHEAD! 
Contributors and Boosters: 

I desire to express my sincere apprecia- 
tion to all friends who participated in the 
recent campaign to make possible a greater 
Defiance College. No more loyal, energetic, 
or heroic group of men ever entered upon 
a campaign than you who assembled in the 
Masonic Temple from day to day to report 
the result of your efforts. You have won 
a great victory. You have done your work 
and have done it exceedingly well. No 
greater piece of constructive work has ever 
been done in Defiance County. The college 
is stronger, the best citizenship of the com- 
munity is united, we understand the value 
of organization, and are now prepared to 
get behind any and every great forward 
movement for the welfare of the community. 
One hundred thousand dollars have been 
raised and friends who have not contributed 
assure us that the goal of one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand will be reached. In 
return for what you have done for Defiance 
College, whose affairs I am called upon for 
the time being to administer—the institu- 
tion which belongs to all the people and en- 
deavors to serve all—I pledge the very best 
I have to give to any movement that may 
be for the betterment of Defiance County. 

P. W. McREYNOLDs, 
President of Defiance College. 


TO DEFIANCE PATRONS AND 
FRIENDS 


DEAR FRIEND:—The time is at hand for 
every friend of Defiance College to give seri- 
ous consideration to the matter of attend- 
ance for the coming year. Every American 
college realizes that the attendance can only 
be kept up to the standard by a most ex- 
traordinary effort. Defiance College is no 
exception. It needs your hearty cooper- 
ation more than at any time in its history. 
Can you not make a canvass in your com- 
munity at once for prospective students, 
have a personal conference with as many 
as possible, and then write us fully? We 
shall be glad to follow up your work from 
the office with our literature and personal 
letters. There is no reason why you cannot 
talk Defiance College more enthusiastically 
than ever before. We are in position to 
offer better and larger opportunities. The 
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DEFIANCE COLLEGE 


Christian Divinity School 


DEFIANCE, OHIO. 

A high-grade institution, moderate rates, 
and a select student body. Organized 
1902 with 33 students. Annual 
enrollment for 1916-17 ap- 
proximately 500. 
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DEPARTMENTS 
The Christian Divinity School—the The- 
ological Seminary of the Christian Denomi- 
nation; Collegiate, Household Arts, Teach- 
ers’, Engineering, Commercial, Music, Art, 
Expression, Preparatory. 


PLANT 

Five splendid buildings, completely equip- 
ped with all modern conveniences; newly 
furnished literary society halls; commodious 
laboratories with excellent facilities; and 
attractive Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. halls; 
a well-arranged and selected working libra- 
ry; beautiful campus of 28 acres; men’s 
athletic field, women’s playground; men’s 
gymnasium, women’s gymnasium, with up- 
to-date apparatus. Tenzer Science Hall in 
process of construction. 


EXPENSES 
Board, $3.00 per week; room rent, from 
75 cents to $1.00 per week; and regular tui- 
tion and incidentals, for the school year, 
$65.00. $210.00 covers necessary expenses 
for the year. 
LOCATION 
One hour from Toledo and Ft. Wayne on 
the Wabash; one hour from Lima on the 
Ohio Electric; and five hours from Chicago 
and Cleveland on the B. & O. 


CALENDAR 
First Semester, Monday, September 17th. 
For information, address, 


P. W. MeREYNOLDS, President. 








campaign for $100,000 in Defiance County 
has been completed and a great victory won. 
The plant is in splendid condition and a 
stronger and more efficient faculty em- 
ployed. Defiance is a standard college and 
ranks with the very first educational insti- 
tutions of the country. There is no excuse 
for your friends going elsewhere. We need 
the boys and girls from your community 
and believe that they will come if they can 
be made to realize the advantages offered— 
standard courses of study, wholesome asso- 
ciations, low rates, etc. 

Will you kindly make an active canvass 
of your community for prospective students 
and write us just as soon as possible? 

Yours sincerely, 
P. W. MCREYNOLDS, President. 

July 16, 1917. 


EVANGELISM 


I have read with care Dr. Powers’ recent 
book on “Evangelism,” which is put out by 
The Christian Publishing Association. 

It is clean cut, and combines the push of 
the early gospel proclamation with the clear 
good sense of the experienced preacher, who 
realizes the state of mind of the “man of 
the street,” and what appeal will reach 
him and bring him to the Savior. It should 
be in the hands of every student for the 
ministry, and of all the preachers, and also 
of all church members, who by its aid will 
better understand how they may live up to 
their obligation as Christians. 

Dr. Powers has planned a good work and 
has carried it through with success. 

MarTYN SUMMERBELL. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Craigville, Mass —The annual services 
which open here on Monday, July 30, prom- 
ise much for those who attend. Many of 
our New England pastors will be present 
to have part in the splendid program. 
There should be a large attendance ot min- 
isters and lay-workers at Craigville this 
year to enjoy the addresses, the fine fellow- 
ship, and the beauties of this most beautiful 
resort. For those who delight in bathing 
and in a place of rest, Craigville is ideal, 
and rates are exceedingly reasonable at the 
Craigville Inn for these days of the high 
cost of living. Mrs. V. Parmenter, 
Craigville, Mass., will gladly give rates on 
rooms and board. 


Wolfeboro, N. H.—Mrs. Eli Swett, who 
has been one of the pillars of the Wolfeboro 
Christian church, is again able to attend 
divine service. “Grandma” Swett is be- 
tween eighty and ninety, and now lives with 
her daughter, granddaughter, and great- 


grandchildren. She is rapidly recovering 
from an operation on the eye. Hers has 
been a long life of usefulness. The Lord 


gives life to His saints. 


Westport, Mass.—A meeting was recently 
held at the Central Village church in the 
interests of Federation. Six churches were 
officially represented with delegates at this 
meeting, including the Christian churches at 
Central Village, South Westport, and 
Brownells Corner. This movement for a 
larger work for the kingdom of God will be 
watched with interest. 


North Shrewsbury, Vt.—Under the faith- 
ful leadership of the pastor, Rev. D. P. 
Hurlburt, the Shrewsbury church is doing 
much for the cause of the Master. Besides 
looking after Sunday-schools in his own 
church and at Cold River, Bro. Hurlburt 
has organized two new schools this summer 
—one at the Center, which is held at the 
Universalist church, and one at the East 
Shrewsbury schoolhouse. Mr. Hurlburt 
visits the three outside schools Sunday 
afternoons, making a visit to one each third 
Sunday, and holding public worship after 
the Sunday-school hour. All the schools re- 
cently joined in a largely attended Chil- 
dren’s Day service in the North Shrewsbury 
church. The Junior Christian Endeavor 
Society recently gave a play and entertain- 
ment, provided by themselves, from which 
they cleared $18. The church ladies have 
cleaned the church and laid a new carpet 
in the auditorium. This summer the Loyal 
Bereans Bible Class is putting in a concrete 
platform and steps in front of the church 
building. On Sunday evening, June 24, the 
pastor of the Rutland Baptist church, with 
over thirty of his young people, joined with 
the Christian Endeavor Society of the 
Shrewsbury Christian in a splendid union 
service. 


Bangor, Maine—The work of the Bangor 
church is progressing well, and the reno- 
vated and enlarged fuilding is much ap- 
preciated for the growing work. Rev. H. 
M. Hainer, the pastor, is a busy man, hav- 
ing also charge of the interests of our min- 
isterial students at Bangor Theological Sem- 
inary, with which we have affiliation. Now 
is the time for the ministers in our church- 
es to be looking out for prospective students, 
men or women, who may enter the seminary 
this coming September. May all seek to 
bring all possible students into immediate 
correspondence with Mr. Hainer at Bangor. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD |Believer-Training 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 





Watch for word from Mr. Hainer in a later 
issue, which has failed to reach the secre- 
tary for this letter. 





Amesbury, Mass.—At a recent prayer 
service an excellent talk on “The Art of 
Forgetting” was given by Miss Belle Mor- 
rill, who is in charge of Y. W. C. A. Bible 
work in Rochester, N. Y. Miss Morrill has 
many friends in her home section, who are 
always glad to give her a welcome. During 
the pastor’s vacation in August the church 
will be closed on Sunday, but the mid-week 
service will be continued, in charge of the 
Christian Endeavorers. 





Appeal is again made to our churches and 
pastors throughout New England for 
church news. Send us church calendars, 
newspaper reports of interesting services, 
and send regularly. The secretary must 
have material in order to make this letter 
a success. All items should reach the secre- 
tary ‘by Thursday morning, to be sure of 
being included in the letter of the following 
week, ENGLISII. 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, July 21—Had a fine service at 
the Antioch church, third Sunday. I gave 
the forenoon sermon, then we had an old- 
fashioned basket dinner. A good social time 
was enjoyed. Rev. L. M. Leavitt delivered 
a splendid sermon in the afternoon. Then 
the writer baptized a candidate in the beau- 
tiful waters of Spoon River. Rev. M. C. 
Hidden, of Lewistown, has joined the Chris- 
tians. He is talented and worthy. He is 
open to calls —A. H. BENNETT. 


Farmer City, July 20—Bethel church is 
getting ready to entertain conference. May 
I whisper this good news to you: W. C. 
Pearce, superintendent of the Adult Divi- 
sion of the International Sunday-school As- 
sociation, has been secured for this session 
of conference. I hope the Sunday-school 
folks of the conference will appreciate this 
opportunity and respond to our call. De- 
tails later. Don’t plan anything for con- 
ference week except to attend conference. 
Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Burnett are also to be 
here. “Nuff sed.” Had a pleasant and 
profitable ten days’ school at Lake Geneva. 
Sorry to miss Virginia Beach Chautauqua. 
Will go to Chicago te begin my new work 
immediately after conference. The people 
in the rural sections should make these fine 
summer days count for the kingdom.—H. G. 
ROWE. 


IOWA 


Barnes City, July 19—I have been a little 
slow in reporting from this part of the 
“field” of late, but perhaps I may be ex- 
cused, when I tell you I have been very 
busy. There has been much sickness among 
the people of my two congregations, and on 
the 28th of June I was called to Elwood, 
Ind., by the death of my sister, Mrs. Nellie 
C. Petty. While there I had a brief, but 
pleasant, interview with Bro. and Sister J. 
F. Clymer. Bro. Clymer’s ill health keeps 
him from active service, but his interest in 
the work does not abate. On my return 
from Elwood, I spent a night and day with 
old friends at Argos, Ind. .It was very de- 
lightful to me to have the privilege of re- 
newing acquaintances after an absence of 
seven years. But I missed the faces of sev- 
eral dear departed friends. While there I 
enjoyed the ospitality of Bro. and Sister 
William Schoonover and their son, Alonzo, 
through whose kindness (and auto) I was 
enabled to call on several old friends in the 
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country. In the twenty-seven hours, I called 
in between thirty and forty homes. Surely 
it was a pleasant as well as a “flying” trip. 
Brother (Rev.) John Rupe looks about as 
young as he did seyen years ago, and is 
réally more vigorous. He is doing some sup- 
ply work and is deeply interested in the 
cause of the Christians.. It is to be deeply 
regretted that Rev.O. A. Harris is laid aside 
from the active work because of ill health. 
He is fortunate in having such a splendid 
son as Virgil, who is so efficiently supply- 
ing the pulpit for his father till the close 
of the conference year. The people speak in 
highest terms of Bro. Harris and family. 
And we hope he may soon regain his health. 
What a glorious thing it would be, if preach- 
ers and their wives could have such vigorous 
health that they could stand any and every 
climate. But they don’t! The Iowa win- 
ters are too severe for my wife’s health, and 
I am compelled to change my field of labor 
for a more congenial climate. If the Lord 
doesn’t lead otherwise we expect to return 
to Phoneton, Ohio, early in September, from 
which point I will supply one or more 
churches, as the Lord may open the way. 
Any church feeling led by the Spirit to 
write me may address me at Barnes City, 
Iowa. Recently Mrs. Hook and this writer 
spent a very pleasant day with “Aunt” Jane 
Evans: (son and daughter), of Searsboro, 
Iowa. She is one of the elect ladies of the 
Forest Home church, in her eighty-fifth 
year, and retains her mental faculties re- 
markably well. She keeps up her corre- 
spondence with her old-time friend and pas- 
tor, Rev. Melissa Terrill. She allowed us 
to read a recent letter from Sister Terrill, 
which was very inspiring and helpful. Sis- 
ter Terrill is also an octogenarian, but 
writes like a much younger woman. Our 
Sunday-schools both passed resolutions of 
respect and sympathy, which were sent. to 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bullock. The ranks of 
our church are again broken, and. another 
official member (trustee) taken. ‘The funeral 
of Mr. M. L. Miller was held this afternoon, 
the writer in charge, assisted by Revs. W. 
E. Burdine and C. C. Jones. Grandma 
Jackson and Mrs. B. B. Martin, of the For- 
est Home church, are in feeble health at 
this writing. But they are ripe for the 
kingdom, and only waiting for the summons 
to come. May we all be ready to answer 
when the summons comes, is the prayer of 
your humble servant.—A. W. Hook. 


NEW YORK 


Clinton Corners, July 20—I am located in 
my new field at Schultzville and very busy. 
I have. found the people warm-hearted and 
willing to do their best, seemingly. After 
the reorganization of some departments and 
the introduction of some new work, we hope 
to have every department doing its best, and 
an earnest effort to engage the energies of 
all available material will be made. Look- 
ing and trusting to Jesus our strength and 
sole Leader and our ever present help, “we 
press on.” Remember us in your prayers.— 
EDWARD F.. MELLOTT. 


OHIO 


Defiance, July 21—As. I have looked 
through the columns of THE HERALD, and 
seen the reports from various churches, I 
am inclined to think that it is about time 
the readers knew something about the work 
of the Miami church located near Pember- 
ton, O. We have made some progress in 
the past year, though we have had only one 
accession. We have installed new lights, have 
the paint ready to adorn the building with 
a coat of white. On April 29 we observed a 
church-going day, when the house was filled 
three times to hear the messages that three 
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members of the Down and Out Club of 
Piqua brought, and last, but not least, we 
have a weekly prayer-meeting which was 
organized last winter, that has an average 
attendance of about twenty-five. The work 
looks promising, though we are few in num- 
ber. We feel strong by clinging to the 
promise, “Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst.” Dear reader, if at any time you are 
in the vicinity of Miami, do not fail to call 
on us, and please remember us in your pray- 
ers.—C. A. BEENER, Pastor, 803 Gibson St., 
Defiance, Ohio. 


Eaton—Unusually large summer crowds. 
Sunday-school averages about two hundred. 
Finances keeping equal pace. Spirituality 
seems to be deepening upon the people, and 
we are having additions to the church right 
along. We are not planning to do any rash 
thing—not build a pyramid up to the moon, 
but we will go along in the good old-fash- 
ioned way, and preach the Word. The pas- 
tor is planning for an evangelistic cam- 
paign this fall, conducted by the pastor and 
people. We trust in the meantime that the 
Lord will put us in touch with a good sing- 
er. The Ladies’ Aid has overhauled the 
parsonage inside, by papering every room, 
painting and varnishing the woodwork and 
floors, plus a much-needed linoleum in the 
kitchen and pantry, also shades to all the 
windows. I have not mentioned the new 
expensive curtain rods, yet they are in evi- 
dence. This cost the ladies in the neigh- 
borhood of one hundred and fifty dollars. 
But woman like they are not satisfied with 
half doing things, and are now having the 
parsonage painted outside. The Queen 
Esther Band (a young ladies’ class) gave 
forty dollars towards this good work.—R. 
LEE KIRKLAND. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Uniontown, July 14—THE HERALD of 
July 5, containing a letter from the hand 
of Miss Penrod, caused me to subscribe once 
more for the dear old HERALD. It has been 
a weekly visitor in our home for so many 
years, but all the old soldiers of the cross 
that I had known had passed away and now 
at the high cost of living and the advanced 
price of’the paper, I had decided not to re- 
new my subscription this year, but it seem- 
ed to me that the last couple of months THE 
HERALD has been better than ever before, 
so I have sent in my renewal for another 
year. I think I should miss its weekly vis- 
its more than I had thought, for I so much 
love to peruse its pages; even if all are 
strangers to me, I am always anxiously 
waiting its coming on Friday in the morn- 
ing mail. May the dear Lord bless its edi- 
tor and all concerned and make us all true 
and valiant soldiers for our Master in this 
time when the Christian people should be 
earnestly engaged in solemn heart-to-heart 
prayer and supplications to the great God 
of heaven and earth—E. M. KINGSWORTH. 


HONORING REV. W. H. SANDO 


The Danville (Ill.) Commercial News, of 
July 17, says: 


Monday the Danville Ministerial Association had as 
their guest of honor Rev. Warren H. Sando, who re- 
signed some time ago as pastor of the First Chris- 
tian church, and who expects to leave about the first 
of August. The association requested Rev. J. F. 
Bickel, the president, to write the story of the ban- 
quet for The Commercial-News, which is as follows: 


“Some time ago it was announced that Rev. War- 
ren H. Sando had tendered his resignation to the con- 
gregation of the First Christian church of this city. 

“This news.caused deep regret to the members of 
the Ministerial Association among whom none stood 
higher in esteem than Rev. Sando. 

“After consulting together the president appointed 
Revs. Wooding and Chappelear as a Committee on 
Arrangements and a noon-day luncheon was ar- 
ranged for with Rev. Sando as special guest of honor. 


“Pursuant to the call for this gathering, every 
preacher in the Association began a diligent search 
of the back numbers of the Ladies’ Home Journal 
and other like publications for stories, jokes, puns, 
plays, or words so that by the time of the assembly, 
they were prep: to enliven the hour with witti- 
cisms, some of them hoary with age, some newly 


coined, and all with some reference direct or imagi-~ 


nary to Bro. Sando and his relations with the Asso- 
ciation and its work in Danville. 


“The first mark of esteem in which Bro. Sando is 
held by the Association was the way he was helped 
to the good things served by the Y. M. C. A. cafe 
teria. One platter proved too small and another was 
filled. Bro. Sano’s response to the good-will of the 
Association was shown first by the way he bowed 
himself to the task of dispatching the contents of 
the two well-filled platters. 

“Then with the president of the Association acting 
as toastmaster, the speechmaking began. The circle 
began at the right of the toastmaster and went the 
entire round of the party. It is hoped and believed 
that the good cheer after the meal probably saved the 
honored guest from an attack of indigestion. 

“Throughout it all, however, was the serious vein 
of regret that we are to lose from the councils of 
the Association, one so true to his convictions that 
nothing could swerve him from what he thought to 
be right, while at the same time he could throw into 
every discussion, however heated, the vein of humor 
that more than the influence of any other, bound the 
members in a fellowship of love and good comrade- 
ship. 

“It is with genuine regret that we learned of his 
intentions to leave Danville. As much as any one 
that has left the circle of preachers in many years, 
he will be missed and it is with genuine Christian 
love and comradeship that all unite in wishing him 
a pleasant and congenial fellowship in his new field 
and to this end, we heartily commend him to his new 
flock, to his brother ministers, and to the community 
to which he goes. He is always found on the right 
side of every purely moral issue. He believes in the 
morality for which the church must forever stand 
without thought of advantage in any other ways. 
May we have more of such men.” 


REV. FLORA M. NEAGLES GIVEN 
SILVER LOVING CUP 


Because of her health from overwork 
Miss Neagles has resigned as superintend- 
ent of Bethany Mission, that for two years 
has been doing such remarkable work for 
the Master. She has been a most energetic 
worker and her retirement is received with 
regret. She expects to take a rest of sev- 
eral months before again taking up active 
work. She will do supply work and minister 
to the needy of Lynn meantime. 

Miss Neagles has received two calls, one 
to a Lynn church and one to a church in 
New Hampshine, but has refused both. 

The last Wednesday night in June at the 
Bethany Mission Hall, 120 Oxford St., she 
was presented with a silver loving cup on 
an ebony stand and one hundred dollars in 
gold. Rev. Geo. Nickerson made the pre- 
sentation. The gift was from the Men’s 
Rescue Band, The Woman’s Praying Band 
and workers of the mission. Miss Neagles’ 
— will long be remembered and treas- 
ured. 

For eleven years Miss Neagles has served 
the W. C. T. U. No. 1 of Lynn as its pres- 
ident, but has resigned because of needed 
rest. The members of No. 1 took the oppor- 
tunity to meet with the workers of Beth- 
any Mission to express their love and ap- 
preciation to their retiring officer. 

Mrs. Carrie Hall, in behalf of the W. C. 
T. U. No. 1, presented Miss Neagles with a 
beautiful basket of flowers and twenty-five 
dollars in gold. To the young members of 
the Union who bore the basket down the 
isle of the hall carrying silk American flags 
Miss Neagles gave the “white ribbon” salute 
and responded to the gift in her own grac- 
ious manner. 


Mr. Hustis Fielden was master of cere- 
monies and the remainder of the evening 
took the social nature, interspersed with the 
following entertainment: 


An original poem was read by Mr. Chas. 
E. Walker, vocal solo by Mrs. Margaret 
Menendian, reading by Miss Eleanor 
Harding, vocal solo by Miss Jeannetta 
Wilson, reading by Miss May L. Webster, 
solo by Miss Rena Rogers, reading, Miss 
Elizabeth Bee, vocal solos, Mrs. Mabel Jel- 
lotta, and Mrs. Ethlyn Rogers. 

Report of the work of Bethany Mission 
was given by Miss Neagles as follows— 

Service each night of the week at eight 
o’clock, Sunday afternoon at 3 and 7:30 
p. m. Hall open one hour before every 
service, men and women welcome to come 
in and read; pray, or rest. Superintendent 
and some of the workers were always pres- 
ent to welcome and talk or pray with all 
who were seeking divine help and salvation. 

Present at services, 15,787; men and 
women at the altar, 207; calls, 635; five 
hundred Testaments given away; commun- 
ion administered to shut-ins and to those ill 
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in hospitals. The sacred rite of baptism 
has been administered to some ill in their 
homes. Miss Neagles has also had the priv- 
ilege of immersing two of the men con- 
verted in the mission and they are now 
members of the Peoples Christian church. 
Many more of the men and women convert- 
ed in the mission have now become members 
of several of the churches in Lynn and some 
few have joined churches in adjoining cities. 
Lodging and meals have been given the 
needy to the amount of $75. Coal and wood 
have been sent where needed amounting to 
$35. Clothing if rated at second-hand fig- 
ures would total $165 sent into the homes 
of poor. Positions have been obtained for 
those seeking honest labor. The Spirit of 
the Master was with us. 


Congregation stood and sang Star Span- 
gled Banner. Benediction, Rev. F. M. 
Neagles. 


While Miss Neagles served the W. C. T. 
U. No. 1 as president a double private room 
was furnished in the Lynn City Hospital, a 
very fine upright piano was placed in the 
Lynn City Home, and a large drinking 
fountain with two sanitary bubblers from 
which to drink, and at the base a place ar- 
ranged for birds and dogs to drink; this 
fountain is placed in Central Square of 
Lynn, Mass. 





Bethany Workers’ Remembrance 
BY CHAS. E. WALKER 


We want you to know you are never forgotten, 
That the old, old days hid in memory sweet 

Are still a part of our life that we cherish, 
Without them so much would be incomplete. 

And you are mixed up with so much we remember, 
Your name so often we utter in prayer; 

Never forgotten on earth or in heaven, 
Always the child of God’s tenderest care. 


We want you to know you are never forgotten, 
That our thoughts and our prayers are folding you 
round ; 
Rest in His promises—go where He sends you, 
Do what He bids you, faithful be found. 
Look up and trust Him, a new year is dawning, 
Stretch out your hand and take His to-day, 
Bought by Him, loved by Him, never forgotten, 
Hid in His heart forever and aye. 





In remembrance of Rev. Flora M. Neagles, Super- 
intendent of Bethany Mission. 
May 30, 1917. 


EVANGELISM 


In the eighty-nine pages of “Evangelism,” 
written by Rev. O. W. Powers, D. D., and 
published by The Christian Publishing As- 
sociation, Dayton, Ohio, is concentrated an 
unusual amount of clear-cut, well-digested 
material on the subject in hand. Dr. John 
MacCalman has furnished an introduction, 
in which he speaks of people who hesitate 
to undertake evangelistic work because they 
are not sure of methods, and he goes on to 
say, “For them I do not know a more help- 
ful book than this little volume. The diffi- 
culties in the way have been weighed as 
well as pointed out. The path to better 
modes of evangelism is clearly marked.” 
That is high praise pronounced by a most 
competent judge. 

Chapter titles are as follows: “The Evan- 
gelistic Emphasis,” “The Evangelistic Mes- 
sage,” “The Evangelistic Spirit,” “Evangel- 
istic Methods.” .If the facts on page 15 
could be ineradicably stamped on our minds, 
if they could be made to haunt us day and 
night, they would suffice to turn the cur- 
rent of our effort toward a mighty awak- 
ening. 

If Dr. Powers succeeds in making any of 
us long for a genuine evangelism, and helps 
us to displace the frothy unprofitable meth- 
ods by thoroughly Christian ways of reach- 
ing men with the gospel, he may well re- 
joice that he has given the public a timely 
volume. “Evangelism” is worthy of a place 
in the class room for training ministers, as 
well as on the pastor’s book shelf. We hope 
that the whole first edition may be pur- 
chased by our own ministers, and that The 
Christian Publishing Association may need 
to issue other editions. M. T. MorriLu. 
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CHRISTIAN HOME TRAINING 
Dr. Martyn Summerbell’s latest addition 


* to our religious literature bears the above 


title. It consists of short chapters adapted 
to young people and their parents, concern- 
ing the great question of Christian nurture, 
especially as relates to the home. Dr. Sum- 
merbell’s literary productions’ are always 
worth while, never flippant, never vapid. 
It is characteristic of the man to treat his 
subjects thoroughly with ample illustra- 
tions. He takes time to say what he wants 
to say, and when he stops you feel that you 
have been given a “finished product.” 

In the present little book he treats of 
“The Need for Real Religion,” “Some 
Causes of Religious Declension,” “Helpful 
Social and Spiritual Forees,”’ “The Begin- 
ning of Christian Training,” “The Value of 
Home Training,” and “Christian Home 
Training.” Over against the untoward ten- 
dencies of our day, undermining true relig- 
ious faith, are balanced some of the better 
hopeful indications and influences. Empha- 
sis is placed on the Christian home as the 
natural starting point of religious nurture 
and training. Dr. Summerbell speaks a 
strong word against the prevalent idea of 
belated marriage and bachelor dwellings. 
The value of right home training is illus- 
trated, and a tew simple principles for 
“Christian home training” are adduced. In 


-a few words the author summarizes his 


message : 

“For half a century or more we have been 
applying our social prescription to the sin- 
gle soul. We have set about reforming 
this man and the other, in the notion that 
when we have improved the single person 
we shall have improved the condition of so- 
ciety at large. In all this it is high time 
for us to realize that we have been driving 
on the wrong track. We have been chasing 
the phantom of individualism run mad. We 
shall be far more successful in all our re- 
forms, and in our efforts at conversion, 
when we turn our attention to the family, 
which is the natural social unit for train- 
ing and development.” “The new watch- 
word should be, Christianize the home! 
Christianize the fathers! Christianize the 
mothers! Then have the Christian atmos- 
phere in these homes so developed, that all 
through the years of their home life the 
children shall breathe in the holy lessons of 
love, and duty, and a sturdy Christian 
faith.” 

But you will have to read the little book to 
really appreciate it. Order of The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 

M. T. MorriLu. 





AN EXCELLENT BOOK 


Not for a long time have I read a book as 
direct, discriminating, and stimulating as 
“The New Layman for the New Time,” by 
William Allen Harper, LL. D., president of 
Elon College. Dr. Harper has written 
much, but this book excels all his 
other writings. He has a living, joyful, 
Christian experience, and out of its bubbling 
fountain has flowed this book, calculated to 
make other men long for a similar experi- 
ence—long for a life of service. Then, too, 
the author has taken pains to acquaint him- 
self with facts, to see some of the great 
Christian enterprises of the country in ac- 
tion, so that he speaks not as a theorist. 
His chapter headings are: “The Layman 
in History,” “The Layman and the Minis- 
ter,” “The Layman and the Church,” “The 
Layman and Social Service.” A thousand 
dollars spent in giving copies of the book to 
influential laymen would be a wise expendi- 
ture for some benevolent person in our 
brotherhood. 

Try a few samples: “Men like Col. E. W. 
Halford, of the Laymen’s Missionary Move- 
ment, unhesitatingly declare that the spirit 
of ecclesiasticism and sacerdotalism must be 
broken, or the Church cannot go forward. 
The men of the Church vote for a social 
service program. The ecclesiastics disallow 
it. The ecclesiastics are heading off to-day 
the fulfilment of our Lord’s prayer for His 
people—‘that they all may be one.’ ” 
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“Let it be said once for all that the lay- 
man of this age does not believe in class dis- 
tinction nor respect them. He is a member 
of a spiritual democracy. The consciousness 
of his sovereignty is ever present with him.” 

“We are now beginning to see that the so- 
cial order and the individual life must be 
regenerated together and that it is impos- 
sible for the highest type of individual 
Christian to thrive in an unchristian social 
order.” 

“The laymen will not be much exercised 
over the doctrines of the Church. Occa- 
sionally now only such topics as ‘Doctrinal 
Teaching, the Need of the Age,’ are dis- 
cussed. Such teaehings are listened to with 
impatience, if at all, and are never com- 
mended by the laymen.” 

“We cannot delegate our responsibility 
for the salvation of our brother to any one 
else. We cannot hire the minister to do it 
for us nor the professional evangelist. We 
must do it ourselves, or it will not be done.” 

“There is no doubt in the world that the 
churches to-day are as much frequented by 
men as in former times, and if they are not, 
the method of lament so dolefully indulged 
in by the calamity howlers will not fill the 
sanctuary. Men will not resort to a deca- 
dent institution, even if it does urge its 
divinity.” 

“Let the churches cease to vituperate the 
lodges, let them resolve never to calumniate 
them again, and let them institute a pro- 
gram of service befitting their principle of 
brotherhood and all will be well. Men will 
have to go to church, when the Church sends 
them out to work.” 


The samples are selected at random, and 
fairly represent the challenging character 
of the book. A “spring tonic” does not pos- 
sess half the stimulating qualities Dr. Har- 
per has combined in these pages. They are 
good for ministers, they are good for lay- 
men. I earnestly wish the book a large sale 
and wide reading. M. T. Mori. 











Official Information 





NOTICE 


The Truro Christian church may be without a pas- 
tor after September 1. Those wishing to apply ad- 
dress G. Hutchison, chairman Pastoral Comimttee. 

Truro, lowa. 


NOTICE 


The annual session of the Western Washington Con- 
ference will convene at Wynooche, August 17-19, be- 
ginning Aug. 17 at 7:30 p. m. Rev. J. B. Fenwick, 
of Bellevue, Wash., will be present. 

D. C. Loucks, Pastor. 


NOTICE 


The next annual session of the Western Osage 
Christian Conference will be held with the Christian 
church at Union Hill Schoolhouse, Hickory County, 
Missouri. Union Hill is about three miles east 
of Weaubleau, a railroad station on the Frisco Rail- 
road. Session begirs on Thursday, August 23, 1917, 
at 10:00 a. m. Each chureh should send a good 
delegation and let us have a good meeting. 

T. CHANCBLLOR, Conf. Cleric. 


NOTICE 


The Northern Michigan Christian Conference will 
meet in annual session with the Forest Hill Christian 
church at Morey, Michigan, Thursday evening, Aug. 
28, continuing over Sunday, Aug. 26. Those coming 
by train will be met at Manton or Lake City with 
conveyances. 


Program Committee—Mr. and Mrs. Lemon Reedy, 
Evart, Mich., R. D. 5; Thomas Cook, Vice-President, 
Sears, Mich., R. D. 


NOTICE 


The seventy-second annual session of the Rays Hill 
and Southern Pennsylvania Conference will convene 
with the Sideling Hill Christian church in Fulton 
County, Pa., at two p. m., on Wednesday, August 
22, 1917. Visiting ministers of sister conferences, 
who expect to attend this session, should correspond 
with Rev. Lewis A. Duvall, of Akersville, Pa., or 
Rev. T. P. Garland, at Needmore, Pa., who will 
advise you as to railroad points and convcyance to 
place of conference. 

Scott Borrenrie.p, Preside it. 

Frank M. Dieu, Secretary. 











